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Your letter of October 5th has been received. 
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While I do wish it were possible for me to 
furnish the information you are seeking, I am unable to do 
so since data contained in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice. I regret I cannot be of service and trust 
you will understand. 

1 am enclosing some material which I hope 
you will find of interest. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 
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Tucson, Arizona 85704 
October 5> 19&7 




Mi*. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. ToJso 
Mr. T)phr> 

Pt 

Mr.X r ^pe 
Mr. C.slM 
Mr. Conr*. 
Mr. Felt__ 
Mr. GaJe_„ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. SuIIiv; 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trotte 
Tele. Room 
Miss Holnu 
Miss Gand\ 


Is there some way I can find out if Martin Luther King is a registered! 138 an< * : 

communist in the communist party. I j L._ 

I have seen articles in magazines and papers that he has affiliations 
with the communist party and also that he is a registered member of 
party. Also that he was trained at Communist Training Center. 

Recently, religious articles written by him have shown up in my child’s 

catechism in school and I am much alarmed at this-becuase from what 

I have read I feil the man is a communist and I don’t want my child to 
believe anything he says. On therother hand, my church says he is 
a Minister of Religion and a good American. I tend to differ with them. 

I thought maybe by writing £o your office in Washington I could get the 
true facts if they are available. Most people say that the Federal office 
is so full of commies they won’t tell me anyway- -even that you are a communsts " 
I will not believe this. If any man has tried to" make peopTe~~5£a communis: 
in this country and see hen: much of this there is, it is yours&fcf. 

Thanking you for any information you may be able to afford me ♦ # 
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(Priority) 


TO: 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC; RICHMOND 
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Re Richmond airtel to the Bureau, 9/13/67, 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 10; for Atlanta 3; for 
New York 6; and for Charlotte, Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles 
and WFO 2 copies of a self-explanatory LHM. 
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The November 19, I960, issue of "The Richmond 
Times-Mspatch" reported that approximately sixty Negro 
church, professional and lay leaders throughout Virginia 
met on November 18, i 960 , in Petersburg, Virginia, and 
organized the Virginia Christian Leadership Conference 
(VCLC) for the purpose of "bringing about civil rights 
for all." 

It was pointed out that VCLC is an affiliate of 
the SGLC of Atlanta, Georgia. 

The purpose of SCLC was reported to "redeem the 
soul of America by creating the beloved community through 
organization, by consent of population, for the purpose 
of creative protest by education, training, developing 
leadership based on Christian non-violent principles." 


This document contains neither recommendations nor concisions 
of the FBI. li s the property of the h &i end 'jm?d to vour 
agency; it and its contents are not io be cl.rtnbutod cutiida ycur 
agency. 
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. UNK -D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JriCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Richmond, Virginia 
October 2, 19^7 


3 

Title COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL 

MATTERS 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 



Reference 


Letterhead Memorandum dated 
and captioned as above at 
Richmond, Virginia 




All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced communi¬ 
cation have furnished reliable information in 
the past. 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


informative note 


9/29/67 


Martin Luther King, Jr. was con- 
sidering going to the Soviet Union to 
participate in a conference with other 
Nobel Prize Winners and representatives 
of the National Liberation Front of South 
Vietnam. 


The White House, Attorney General, 
State Department, Central Intelligence 
Agency, and other pertinent agencies were 
furnished the above information. 


The attached indicates “thatr the 
participants are not actually Nobel Prize 
winners, and that in view of this, King 
will not accept the invitation.-^This . 
information will be given the same 
dissemination. 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
_JJifc 5 C -S^TctiCiTY 
(00: Atlanta) 


.j 


above. 


Re New York airtel and LHM, 9/22/67, captioned as 

u 


There are enclosed for the Burea^te^cooies of 
a LHM containing information furnished ^jflHHVon 
9/27/67, concerning a conference call betweer^MAKTlN LUTHER 
KING, STANLEY LEVISON, HARRY WACHTEL, and ANDREW YOUNG, on 
the invitation extended to KING to attend a conference on 
Vietnam in Moscow. 
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3 - Bureau (100-106670) (Ends. 10) (RM) 

2 - Atlanta (100-3586) (Ends. 2) (RM) 

1 - New York (65-24155) (U.S. MISSION TO U.N.) (31) 

1 - New York (IOO-IIII8O) (STANLEY LEVISON) (41) 

1 - New York (100-148289) (HARRY WACHTEL) (4l) 

1 - New York (IOO-136585) (4l) nrn n ■ ^ „ 57 
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NY IOO-I36585 



New York has no information as to the identity 
Of DUNCAN WOOD. 
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File No. 



Bureau 100-106670 


New York, New York 
September 28, 19^7 
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Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Conrad 
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Mr. .Trotter._ 

Teie. Room 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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extended by - 

reason fob extension 3. # 

FfiM II, . He: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

DATE OF « EVl ^ N F0R ^.^l^g2.i- Security Matter - C 

declassification.^./^—- 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned on September 27, 19^7 > that on 
that date, Martin Luther King, Jr., held p^conference with - _ 
Harry Wachtel, Stanley Levison and AndredpYoung, the Executive " 
Directo r of the Southern ^Christian J/Pader6hip.Conference~^SCLC) T -7 " 
« -King stated'thaV~he~wanted sane last minute advice" (about whether 
'he should accept an invitation to participate in a conference 
with other Nobel Peace Prize winners and representatives of North 
Vietnam and the National Liberation Front in Moscow) because Jie^ 
had to make a decision that day. "** 
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King said that \*ith respect to the Moscow trip, it 
appears that "they” came up with the idea. He said he believes 
it was some kind of a Joint idea of the Nobel Prize Committee and 
the Friends Service Committee that some dialogue should be 
opened between the so-called belligerent parties in Vietnam 
and Nobel Peace Prize Committee winners. He noted that the 
question raised by Wachtel, as to whether it would include the 
United States and others, was brought up and that it appears 
"they" did get an acceptance from the United States State ^ 
Department as well as Saigon. He added that it is his 
understanding that it will be the first meeting in a series, 
v 

King wondered why they were not going to Hanoi first 
and Young stated "they" said they had not been invited to £***» 
Hanoi but had been invited to meet with officials of Hanoi in^ 
Moscow. 

‘priate agencies v This document contains neither recommendations 

:d offices ' * nor'conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
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Cylti K sits contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 


King asked Young if "they” had been invited to 
Saigon and also Washington. Young replied that they had 
been invited to Washington and believed they had been ^invited 
to Saigon but it was not an official invitation. 


Wachtel counseled that they should make sure - ■ ' > , 
whether Ralph-Bunche (as a Nobel Peace Prize winner) had ~ ' ' 
excluded himself from going to the Moscow conference and 
to make sure that all (peace prize winners) have been invited 
and not only those who share King's views. He also felt 
that King should call United Nations Ambassador ArthuiMJoldberg 
and talk with him before the Moscow trip. 


King asked if he should not seek a meeting with Soviet 
Premier Alexsel Kosygin on Vietnam. Levison felt he should and 
Wachtel felt King could meet with Kosygin in a private manner and 
not as part of the committee, unless the eousnittee is invited. 

He also felt that this committee should travel back to 
Washington and speak with whomever the State Department 
designates. He said this meeting should be set up in advance. 


King expressed the opinion that there are no plans 
to see any other governments or representatives of other 
governments Immediately after the Moscow conference. King 
noted that he is making the Moscow trip with open-mindedness 
but that his mind is made up on the wrongness of the 
Administration's policies in Vietnam. He said nothing would 
change his belief in the wrongness of our course of action, 
no matter what they might say from Hanoi. £5 


Wachtel, Levison and Y^ung expressed the belief 
that King, although going with his mind made up, is going to 
see what can be done under the cireurnstances and tp seek areas 
of agreement, if there are such areas. 


Wachtel ajnd Levispn suggested that King attempt to 
see the Pope in Rome on his return fyom the Moscow conference. 
Young felt if King saw the Pope it should b$ to give him><r report 
and ask him to make an appeal to the United States. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 



Young stated that he would contact a DuncarTw&od in 
Geneva and give him the results of this conference and in 
particular that they attempt to have a meeting set up with the 
United States and Saigon in the same context soon thereafter." 


Wachtel said that when Young spoke to Wood in 
Geneva, Young should be sure that King is free to say that 
every Nobel Peace Prize winner has been invited. 


Young inquired about the call to Ambassador Goldberg 
and King said this should be after the Geneva call. Wachtel 
agreed, stating that it should be made by King personally in 
the spirit of wanting to carry on the fight for peace. 

The source subsequently advised that Andrew Young 
contacted Stanley Levison and advised him “We got troubles. 

This committee is not the Nobel Prize Committee". Young said 
that it is a committee of private citizens with the Chairman 
being a former chairman of a Nobel Prize Committee, that it 
is composed of private Norwegian citizens and Quakers. Young 
noted that only Father Piri, a former Nobel Prize winner, Duncan 
Wood and “these two Norwegians", would be going with Kinc to 
Moscow. ■■ 


Young continued that two Nobel Peace Prize winners 
turned down the invitation because of age and two because of 
political delicacy. He said Linus Pauling agreed not to go - 
because he did not want to overload the group with Americans_£> 


Levison stated that in view of this information, he 
felt differently about King going. 

Levison and Young felt it would be better that King 
go to Moscow on his own at some later time. Levison noted 
that with the current group being composed of private citizens 
there would be differences within the group. He agreed with 
Young that, on his own. King could do as much as the private-^ 
group. 


Young wondered what he could write to Duncan Wood 
turning it (the invitation) down. Levison advised calling Wood 
but not until Young checked with King. Young suggested that s-, 
they say the (SCLC) Board had reluctantly agreed to King going 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 



because it was a Nobel Prize Committee but that this turned out 
to be incorrect, that they felt the risks of King going were 
great but that he would have been willing to take them because 
of an obligation to run these risks for the Nobel Prize 
Committee. Levison agreed to this. 


Harry iVachtel is the Executive. Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human. 
Rights, N ew York, New jfork... (Ji— 




A characterization of the National Lawyer 
Guild is attached hereto. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
organization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther King, Jr. 
is the president, and serves to raise 
funds for the SCLC. 




















Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Security Matter - C 

ii APPENDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications", revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 19^, p. 1^9). 


”2. Cited as a$jommunist front which ’is 

the foremost legal bulwark of the Communist 
Party, its front organizations, and 
controlled unions’ and which ’since 
Its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.’ 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17, 1950.) 


"3- ’To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.’ 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 
1956, p. 91.) 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


PURPOSE: 
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To advise you that U. S. currency is being defaced 
in Nassau, Grand Bahamas, by skillfully removing the portrait 
of George Washington and replacing it with that of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
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The State Department has passed this information^* J\ ^ 
on to Treasury for necessary action. JSjrj , 


RECOMMENDATION: 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-52821) - C 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are nine (9) copies 
of LHM pertaining to Subject's visit to San Francisco area 
9/21/67, and three (3) copies each of news clippings from 
"San Francisco Examiner" and "San Francisco Chronicle," both 
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and one (1) copy for Houston. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
September 27, 1967 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


The September 22, 1967, editions of the "San Francisco 
Examiner” and ”San Francisco Chronicle," both daily newspapers 
published in San Francisco, California, carried articles 
concerning KING'S appearance in San Francisco as follows: 


On the evening of September 21, 1967, Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., at a press conference at Longshoremen's Hall, 

San Francisco, advised the press he was in the San Francisco 
area to plan a fund raising benefit for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) which will be a performance by 
HARRY BELAFONTE and JOAN BAEZ at the Oakland,* California, "Coliseum 
October 18, 1967. 

Dr. KING said, while in the San Francisco Bay area he 
would also meet with Negro leaders to plan an "operation bread¬ 
basket" campaign for the San Francisco area. Such a campaign, 
according to Dr. KING, will be conducted by SCLC in 30 cities 
to get jobs for Negroes. Dr. KING said if local industry will 
not cooperate in the campaign, a selective buying drive will 
be utilized. 

In response to questions by the press. Dr. KING 
stated that the marriage of Secretary of State DEAN RUSK's 
daughter to a Negro was "news to me," but he said he maintains 
that people marry, not races. 

Also in response to questions by the press, Dr. KING 
said he could never take a position of anti-semitism or black 
separatism. 


Dr. KING announced that co-chairmen for the San 
Irancisco fund raising concert are MORTIMER FLEISHHACKER and 
t;'e Reverend J. L. RICHARDS. (obi 
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King Galls Wedding 
‘Mighty Fine Thing’ 




I* {Indicate page, name of 

newepaper, city and state.) 
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
said here that the marriage 
of Dean Rusk's daughter and 
a young Negro Army reserv¬ 
ist was "a mighty fine 
thing.” 

The Negro civil rights lead¬ 
er said he was ‘‘not totally 
surprised” to learn of the 
marriage yesterday of the 
Secretary of State's daugh¬ 
ter, Margaret Elizabeth, 18, 
and Guy Gibson Smith, 22. 

“In a democracy such as 
ours anyone of any race 
should be able to marry an¬ 
other person of a different 
race," be said. 

King was here yesterday to 
announce a seven-city corn 
cert tour by singers Harry 
Belafonte and Joan Baez to 
raise funds for his Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence. The Bay Area concert 
will be Oct. 18 at the Oakland 
Coliseum. 

ROLE OF PRESS 

• In reply to other ques¬ 
tions, King made these obser¬ 
vations: 

• “The role of the press is 
to cover news. Demonstra¬ 
tions are newsworthy. I think 
that righteous news should 
be covered sympathetically 

• “I feel that mine (rather 
than Stckely Carmichael’s) 
is the right approach. I’m not 



MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Rusk Wedding "fine thing" 

—Enmimr 

/ 

interested in self- 
aggrandizement.” 

• “The civil rights move¬ 


ment is the conscience of 
America. As long as justice 
is postponed, it hurts our 
Whole nation.’V 

• “I am strongly opposed 
to the war in Vietnam. Yes, I 
think there should be nation¬ 
wide balloting on this critical 
issue.” 

NOT CANDIDATE 

• “Under no conditions 
would I be a candidate for 
the Presidency. I would pre¬ 
fer to be.the conscience of all 
political parties.” 

King said he thinks Presi¬ 
dent Johnson could “beat a 
Reagan or Nixon, but would 
have difficulty be a tin? 
Rockefeller or Romney.” 

On the recent Chicago 
meeting where he keynoted 
the National Conference (or 
New Politics, King criticized 
black power advocates who 
would exclude other faces 
from their deliberations and 
decisions. 

“I could never go along 
with anti-Semitism — or sep¬ 
aratism,” he declared. 

King’s local co-chairmen 
for the fund raizing concerts 
are Mortimer Fleishhacker 
and the Rav. J L.. Richards. 
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Rockefeller Could 
Win, King Says 



By Steve Pmlletiere 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
said here last night that 
New York’s Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller could 
take the Negro vote from 
the Democratic party. 

The civil rights leader said 
at press conference that Gov¬ 
ernor Rockefeller could beat 
President Johnson. Under 
prodding by reporters, he 
conceded Illinois’ Senator 
Charles Percy the same op¬ 
portunity. 

But Dr. King hedged about 
Michigan Governor George 
Romney’s chances. “Johnson 
would have a difficult time 
beating Romney,” he said. 

Then, after dismissing Cal- 
ifornia's Governor Ronald 
Reagan and Richard Nixo 
as offering Johnson no con¬ 
test, Dr.. King returned to 
Rockefeller. 

Rockefeller could get ,l a 
number of votes in the Negro 
community,” he said. VHe 
could split the Negro vote for 
the Democratic party.” 

DISARRAY 

Dr. King was in the Bay 
Area to plan a fund raising 
benefit which entertainer 
Harry BelafoAte will stage 
here October 15. The benefit 
is for Dr. King’s Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence. ' 

At t he Longshoremen’s 
Hall press conference, Dr. 
King was asked to assess the 
recent Committee for New 
Politics convention in Chica¬ 
go. Moderates at the conven¬ 
tion were defeated in an at¬ 
tempt to launch a National 
Peace ti cket, irt esumably 1 


with Dr. King and Benjamin 
Spock. 

. Said Dr, Kjng: “Unhappy 
develompents took place at 
that convention. It had the ; 
seeds of doing something ‘ 
positive. However, it did not * 
grow as I wanted to see it.” . - 

Specifically, Dr. King said 
that the Black caucus — “k 
disruptive force” — left the 
convention in disarray. 


The caucus “went too far”. 
Dr. King said. “Beyond any 
position I could take. I 
couldn't back an anti- 
semeitic resolution, or one 
calling for Black separa¬ 
tism.” i. 


The convention voted a res¬ 
olution condemning Israel in 
the Middle East war. I 


* 


MARRIAGE I 

A question about the mar¬ 
riage of Secretary of State 
Deaa Rusk’s daughter tb a , 
Negro caught Dr. King off i 
guard. “It’s news to me,” he 
said. “But Ive always said j 
individuals marry, not ( 
races.” , 

’while in Qie Bay Area 1 
King S8id he would meet * 
with Negro leaders to plan 
an “Operation Breadbasket’* 
campaign here. The cam¬ 
paign will be conducted by 
°r. King’s Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference ’ 
in 30 American cities. 

\ 

Purpose of “Operation : 
Breadbasket” Is to get Jobs 
for Negroes. Dr. King said he 
hopes local industry, Wffl 
cooperate. But, tf it did hot ' 
the conference was ready fo. 
mount a selective buying 
drive, heaald. ■ ' .. ^ 
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V <r The following information has been supplied by 
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Recently Stanley Levison, principal advisor to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, was in contact with Andrew Young, Executive Director, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, concerning King *5 
invitation to attend a conference of Nobel Peace Prize winners 1 
in Moscow to discuss the Vietnam war. Young advised the . | 

committee that extended King the invitation was not the Nobel 
Prize Committee but a group of private citizens composed of 5^ 
private Norwegian citizens, Quakers, and a former Chairman 
a Nobel Prize Committee. 

Young noted that only Father Piri, former Nobel Prize ^ 
winner, Duncan Wood of Geneva, Switzerland, and two unidentifie 
Norwegians would be going with King to Moscow. 

Levison stated that in view of this information, he 
felt differently about King going. Both Levison and Young 
felt it would be better that King go to Moscow on his own at^ 
some later time. 

Levison advised Young to call Duncan Wood and decline 
he invitation, if King agreed. 
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Recently advised Stanley Levi son, long* 

time secret Communist Party member and principal advisor to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, was in contact with King’s aide, 

Andrew Young. They discussed King's invitation to attend »/» 
conference of Nobel Peace Prize winners in Moscow to di scf**!>1 
the Vietnam war. 

Young advised the committee that extended King the 
Jinvitation was not the Nobel Prize Committee but a group of 
private citizens composed of private Norwegian citizens, 

Quakers, and a former Chairman of a Nobel Prize Committee. O 

^A1Q4 fiEC 5 uc - icOGr'Po-'3 

Young noted that ofifyT’ather Piri, former Nobel Prize 
inner, Dundah Wood of Geneva, Switzerland, and two unidentified 
orwegiaris would be going with King to Moscow. 

Levison and Young agreed that in view of^hftSt tix^j 
should not go. - Levison advised Young to call Duncan Wood 4nd; 
decline the invitation, if King agreed. 
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Recently Stanley Levison, principal advisor to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, was in contact with Andrew Young, Executive Director, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, concerning King's 
invitation to attend a conference of Nobel Peace Prize winners 
in Moscow to discuss the Vietnam war. Young advised the 
committee that extended King the invitation was not the Nobel 
Prize Committee but a group of private citizens composed of 
private Norwegian citizens, Quakers, and a former Chairman of 
a Nobel Prize Committee. 





Young noted that only Father Piri, former Nobel Prize 
winner, Duncan Wood of Geneva, Switzerland, and two unidentified 
Norwegians would be going with King to Moscow. ^— 

Levison stated that in view of this information, he 
felt differently about King going. Both Levison and Young 
felt it would be better that King go to Moscow on his own at 
some later time. 

Levison advised Young to call Duncan Wood and decline 
the invitation, if King agreed. . J S 
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The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. l>*~ 

Recently, Stanley Levison and Harry Tachtel, 
advisors to Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, were in conference. 

Levison told Vachtel that according to Andrew Young, 

Executive Director, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
Ring has been invited to attend in the near future a 
conference of Hobel Peace Prize winners in Moscow to discuss 
the Vietnam war. In addition representatives from Jg* 

North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front would be 
Invited to attend. 

Levison pointed out the invitation was from 
Moscow, not Hanoi. According to Levison China is pushing ^ 
the war while Moscow is trying to settle it. That is whyj^ 
the invitation for the peace conference emanated from 
Moscow. 

Tachtel pointed out the possibility of the 
conference being one-sided, if the participants do not also 

ask for a meeting in Washington. He also commented that it _ 

would "kill" President Johnson if King played a construetive^f 
role in the proposed peace conference. ^ 

Tachtel also speculated that if President Johnson 
thought there would be any possibilities of peace arising 
from this conference, the President would send Ralph Bunche, vv 
Undersecretary for Special Political Affairs, United Nations, 
to counter any undesirable statements made by King. ^ 


\ 

( 


\ 

\ 


g 

t2 

u. 

0- 

o 

u 

o 

w 

ps 



S Q<per x 

P vP rt A m 




|r ; 


^ II 
1——H 


100-106670 
1 - 100-438794 
DMW: skr^ 


7 f 

Tele 
He tees 
Gard> . 


\ 


ST' 



MAIL ROOM 


□ 


TELETYPE UNIT 


MmTIu'l"'" frnm “i*rr«t.1r 
d o wngrading an d 
d eclassifi e ati e n 


□ 


t wp& 

\A-“ 



SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 




f nS 

T 





MARTIN LUTHER KING, JK 



Harry Wachtel Is a former member of the National 
Lawyers Guild, an organization which has been designated 
as a communist front by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives. Wachtel 
Is a partner in the law firm of Rubin, Wachtel, and Levine, 
59S Madison Avenue, New York, New York. LL 
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Attached for your approval for dissemination are U. 
copies of a communication containing the following infor^ation^^. 

BACKGROUND: h&> Q . , 

Recently, advised that Stanley Levls'oo 

and Harry Wachtel, both of whom have subversive backgrounds' rj>4 w 



I "d 

V : 

X'u ) ; 


V Ki' 


and are principal advisors to Martin Luther King, .Jr., , 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)„ yere in' » v 
conference. Levison told Wachtel that according to Andrew . . ^ 
Young, Executive Director, SCLC, King has been invited to )jvi 
attend a conference of Nobel Peace Prize winners in Moscow 
to discuss the Vietnam war in the near future. Representatives 
from North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front woul d <C 
also be invited to attend. 

According to Levison, the fact that this conference * 
was to be held in Moscow indicates Moscow is trying to settle 
it, the war in Vietnam. _Sr— 


Wachtel pointed out that the conference would 
appear to be one-sided, if they did no£^also ask for a ^ ~ ' 
meeting in Washington. \ 


’ j . Wachtel also speculated that it would "kill" 

u* - . oTy.l President Johnson if King played a constructive role in / 

this conference. Also that the President would probably #/ 
t, -send Ralph Bunche, Undersecretary for Special Political 

iAffairs, United Nations, to counter any undesirable statements 

> 1 ,ade by K1DB - / . mi/oo-/ 6 ^ 3/1 
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RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached be forwarded by routing slips 
to Mrs. Mildred Stegall at the White House, Secretary of 
State Rusk; Secretary of Defense McNamara; Attorney General; 
Deputy Attorney General; and Assistant Attorneys General (j [_ 
Doar, Vinson, and Yeagley. 
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The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 

Recently, Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel, 
advisors to Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, were in conference. 

Levison told Wachtel that according to Andrew Young, 

Executive Director, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
King has been invited to attend in the near future a 
conference of Nobel Peace Prize winners in Moscow to discuss 
the Vietnam war. In addition representatives from ~ 

North Vietnam and the National Liberation Front would 
invited to attend. 

Levison pointed out the invitation was from 
Moscow, not Hanoi. According to Levison China is pushing 
the war while Moscow is trying to settle it. That is 
the invitation for the peace conference emanated from 
Moscow. 

Wachtel pointed out the possibility of the 
conference being one-sided, if the participants do not also 
ask for a meeting in Washington. He also commented that it 
would ’’kill" President Johnson if King played a constructive 
role in the proposed peace conference. 

Wachtel also speculated that if President Johnson 
thought there would be any possibilities of peace arising 
from this conference, the President would send Ralph Bunche, 
Undersecretary for Special Political Affairs, United Na^i^ps, 
to counter any undesirable statements made by King. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



Harry Wachtel Is a former member of the National 
Lawyers Guild, an organization which has been designated 
as a communist front by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives. Wachtel 
is a partner in the law firm of Rubin, Wachtel, and Levine, 
598 Madison Avenue, New York, New York. ^ 





~.t J 

s. 

V 


REGS 


/L 0 


EX-1® 

/ ■:) 0 i At - 3 i ^ 0 


September 26, 1967 


CO 




w 


SSSS&m^ 

fa -/(czj Catonsville, Maryland 21228 j fjjfjJtiJH 


Dear 



(,0-7 A 


C 


In response to your letter of September 19th, 
Information in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I am 
sure you will understand. 

Sincerely yours, 




J, Edgar Hoover 

N^^^J^fUes fail to disclose any prior correspondence with 
^^BBS^^however, by outgoing 12-8-64 her husband was thanked 
or his support of the Director and the FBI. 
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Conrad __ 
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Poser, _ 

Sullivan _ 
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Catonsville, Mi, 



September 19, 1967 



Dee 1 ' M". Hoovers 

T vould appreciate any information that 
yon may have to the effect that Martin Luthe-r*"King is a 
communist. 


Secondly, of if not, is there a record of 
his having communistic affiliations, vould appreciate your 
sending same to me. 

Many thanks for this information. 
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(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT (CFM), 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC), CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS 
RM 

(00: CHICAGO) 

(Bufile 157- ) 

(CGfile 157-1261)(P) 






OPEN OCCUPANCY CONTROVERSY, 

SITE OF ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION (AEC) 

ATOMIC ACCELERATOR. WESTON. ILLINOIS 
RM 

(00: CHICAGO) 

(Bufile 157- ) 

(CGfile 157-1727) (C) 

Re Chicago airtel and Letterhead Memorandum (LHM) 
to Bureau dated 6/30/67. (^( 

Enclosed for Bureau are thirteen (13) copies 
of LHM captioned as above fut/ 
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8 - Bureau (Ends.13) (RM) 

(1 - 100-438794) 

Q - 61-3176)(NAACP) 

([}/ - 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER^- 
2 - Atlanta (Ends 2) (RM) 

(1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN i- ; r, T?TG) 

(1 - 100-5718)(SCLC) 

6 - Chicago 

(L^ 105-16238) (SCLC) (1 " 100-35356) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 
($?- 100-8261) (NAACP) ^j pag 





Anpf^^d: 


Anprovpd: - 

70 QCT £ Ibttpecial Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M Per 


ORIGINAL FILED. IN 




(. 




CG 


157-1261 

157-1727 


Copies of LHM have been designated for Atlanta 
as office of origin for SCLC .(*■</ 

No indication has been learned of any proposed 
demonstrations at captioned location. In view of this, 
this matter is being considered closed. However, the activi¬ 
ties of the SCIjC are continuing to be followed closely and 
the Bureau will be kept advised of any pertinent inlormationy'" 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 


Chicago 157-1261 
157-1727 


Chicago, Illinois 
Septembei^j|7 1967 


DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT (CFM) , 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC), 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
RACIAL MATTER 

OPEN OCCUPANCY CONTROVERSY, 
SITE OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
COMMISSION (AEC) ATOMIC 
ACCELERATOR, WESTON, ILLINOIS 
RACIAL MATTER __ 



Reference is made to Chicago memorandum dated 
June 30, 1967, captioned as above. 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on June 23, 1967, that 
Dr. Martin Luthef King, President of SCLC, had earlier in 
the day, June 23, 1967, visited the site of the tent-in 
demonstration being staged at Warrenville, Illinois, pro¬ 
testing the proposed construction of the new Atomic Accelerator 
at Weston, Illinois, despite the failure of the Illinois 
legislature to pass a state-wide open occupancy law. He 
stated that the SCLC organization was not actively involved 
in supporting such demonstration and that Dr. King visited 
the tent-in site reluctantly. SCLC felt that A1 Raby, 

Convenor of the Coordinating Council of Community Organiza¬ 
tions had involved SCLC in this demonstration through 
statements Baby made in the press without first consulting 
the SCLC staff in the Chicago area. Due to such activity, 
by Raby, a certain amount of friction has developed between 
the SCLC staff and Coordinating Council of Community Organ¬ 
izations. Dr. King's visit to the tent-in site was intended 
to prevent any further cleavage between the cto^ps. 

This document contai , i^^^eit^i^^^ec<^mmendat ions 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT (CFM), 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) # 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


OPEN OCCUPANCY CONTROVERSY, 
SITE OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
COMMISSION (AEC) ATOMIC 
ACCELERATOR, WESTON, ILLINOIS 




On August 30, 1967, 

'advised that no new developments nave lancn place 
Lfdfng the captioned matter. He further stated that 
there is no indication that there will be any further 
demonstrations at this site. 



On September 18, 1067, above mentioned source 
advised that to the best of his knowledge, CFM has no 
plans for future demonstrations at Weston, Illinois, at 
present time. 

The above information is being furnished the 
following agencies: 

United States Attorney, Chicago, Illinois, 

United States Secret Service, Chicago, Illinois, 
Region Z, 113th UX Group, Evanston, Illinois. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 



TO The Director 

Vrom : N. P. Callahan 


DATE: 
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SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 


£ /// 7 


/r/r-tfT- e 
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Pages A4724-A4725. Congressman McMillan, (D) South Carolina, 
placed in the Record a copy of a letter addressed to President Johnson from 
Major Hughes A^’^Robinson, U. S. Army, retired, regarding the crime 
situation. Major Robinson makes reference to activities of Martin Luther King 
and cited the support King receives from Northern radio and television 
commentators and newspapers. Robinson stated 'It is further to be observed 
that the Honorable J. Edgar Hoover is given the responsibility for matters 
involving the internal security of the .nation. In this connection, approximately 
95% of commentators for radio and television companies from the North sided 
against J. Edgar Hoover and in favor of Martin Luther King- Jr ., when there \ 
were statements made with regard to Martin Luther King, Jr", being a 
’notorious liar’, and many went so far, including Waltei^Cronkite, as to ^ / 
ridicule the distinguished Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
referred to the Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, over national television, as being 
senile and made concerted efforts to force the resignation of the Chief of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. This is evidence of a conspiracy between 
radio-television and Martin Luther King, Jr., to destroy the United States 
with the use of hoodlums and mob leaders. " 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED x 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSlrtB) ” 

PATE4_-21^3B Y \£? ^ 

Vo'bl V NOT RECORDED. 
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145 SEP 281967 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record,for was reviewed and pertinent items were 

or the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 

0 l<‘ft5T TiginC ^ memorandum may te clipped, mooted, and placed 
ropnareT ureaoWj/d or subject matter files. 
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September 21, 19S7 


100 - l0(r(r'70 

Honorable Edwin D. Eshleman -v• 
House of Representatives (0 0 

Washington, D. C. 20515 

hSy dear Congressman: 



In response to your letter of September 12th, 
I am not at liberty to make our records available to you for 
review since information contained in our files must be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. Information obtained by the 
F3I concerning liar tin Luthe^King ha s been reported to the 
Attorney General, and you may wish to contact him for any 
assistance he may be able to render. 

Sincerely yours, 

B. Edgar R<5OT5a 
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SEP.2 11967 

COMM-FBt 

NOTE: Bufiles disclose our relations with Congressman Eshleman 
have been limited in that we have received only one prior inquiry from 
him since his election to the House of Representatives. Martin Luther 
Kin 0, is well known to the Bureau as the subject of a Security Matter-C 
investigation. King is pn the Reserve Index B of the Atlanta Office. 
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EDWIN D. ESHLEMAN 
1 6 th Dirrrucr;, Penns vlvama 


% 


couhmcs: 

LANCASTER. LEBANON 
AND LOWER DAUPHIN 

committee, 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 


( u j 

Congress? of tfje 3*mteb States 

5^ous <t ot &epre£entattoes> 
52 !asuwflton, J 3 .C. 

September 18, 1967 


STAFF IN CHAftaCi 

Washington Ornct 
June H. Burke 

1009 Loncworth House Office Building 
Telephone; Area 202 225-2411 

Lancaster Office 
Georoe W. Jackson 
210-212 U.S. Post Office 
Telephone, Area 717 333-0666 

V 
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.Ir^Mohr^, 
M/fcjhop 
Mr. cfeper 
Mr. Callahan__ 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt. 

Mr. Gale „ 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



oitcr^y 

Tele. Room_L 

Miss Uolmea_ 

Miss Gandy_^ 


As a freshman Congressman, I am requesting an oppor¬ 
tunity to see the Bureau's files on Martin Luther 
King. I am willing to come to the Bureau to see 
them since I realize they cannot be taken out. 

Assuming that your response to the above request 
will be negative, it would be very much appreciated 
if in your reply you will enumerate the reasoning 
for this refusal in detail insofar as why an 
elected Congressman is denied access to the files 
of an administration bureau is concerned. 


r- 

V 


or 


Please advise. 


all contained 

l»a 


Sincerely, 

Edwin D. Eshleman 
# 

ho-toir (f /0 


NOT RECORDED 
199 SEP 26 1967 





ho 


r i*y 


COPY MADE FOR MR. TOLSON . 


copjRmTgmiNGR 




cettniiAL' 


-• HTFOHMATION CONTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIED 
f-IPT WHERE SHOfffl ^ 
•rSRWISE.. 


"F~B I 


Date: 9/21/67 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
BAC, NEW YORK (100-13 6 585) 


m 



FROL : BAC, NEW Y0RKJ100-13&7 

SUBJECT: KARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. 

BL-C 

(00: Atlanta) 


(00: Atlanta) Or ' f j f/ ^ 

yjf^ ThPre are enclosed for the Bureau 10 copies of a 

IISHScHER KING, Jr., by the Nobel Peace Priz C 
Liberation Front. 
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1 -Philadelphia (Info) (2nd.) (W-) I flu /ubb/0 £ [ 

1 -San Fraricisco (Info) (Enel. lM^^ . >-»» -- 

1 mv Cl00-llll80) (STANLEY LiVISOU) tH-l) 
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UNITi.^ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU— F ICE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Bu 100-106670 New York, New York 
NY 100-136585 beptember 21, 1967 



i.V. lo^.. 


' N CONTAIHEQ 

; . # :sifieq y 

CHOVTJNt jfy 


Re: Lartin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Latter - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, leerned^tfn September 21, 1967, that 
martin Luther King, Jr., whoj^s in Inglewood, California, 1 /y 

held a conference with Andre^xoung, Executive Lirector_a£. 
the Southern Christia n Lea dersh ip Co nference (SCLC) and 
Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel. King stated that the 
reason for the conference was to get the opinions of the 
others concerning an invitation he had received to go to 
Loscow with other Nobel Peace Prize winners to meet with 
ambassadors from North Vietnam and the National Liberation^? 

Front (NLF). 



Stanley Levison inquired if King knew anything 
about the origin or purpose of the proposed Loscow meeting. 

King explained that the Nobel Prize Committee had set aside 
#20,000.00 for Nobel Peace Prize winners to go to Hanoi - the 
original idea - to talk with representatives of the NLF and 
North Vietnam to see if anything could be done to get negotiation 
underway. He noted that stories about such a Peace Prize eS 
^.delegation had appeared in the press and that he had received^ 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outsj 
your agency. 
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He: Lartin Luther King-, Jr. 
Security Letter - C 


J 


inquiries from the papers in Atlanta, Georgia, and the wir„e^ 
services as to whether he was going. 

King mentioned that Young was going to contact _ 
someone in Geneva to get more details on the delegation and 
its trip to Loscow. King noted that Young had contacted ^ 
Ralph Bunche who also had received an invitation as a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner. 

Young indicated that Bunche was not impressed with 
the idea of the delegation because he could not see what it 
would accomplish. 

Harry Wachtel suggested that it would be important 
for Young to determine whether it was part of the plan for a 
committee to come to Washington, D.C., to confer with the 
United States Government lest the charge be made that the 
committee lacked validity and was narrow and one-sided. He 
also warned that-a picture of King in Red Square, Loscow, might 
be mishandled in the press. Wachtel.suggested that Young, 
in contacting the person in Geneva, should recommend that the 
scope of the delegation be broadened so there could be an 
expression of different views in which case individuals like 
Ralph Bunche might be ordered to attend. 

King stated that he would postpone a decision 
until Young contacted the individual in Geneva. 

King, in discussing whether he should accept the 
invitation, stated he could not go until after October 3, 1967, 
He noted he would be busy during the next week as he had 
scheduled meetings with the Committee of 100 in such cities 
as San Francisco, Cleveland, Chicago end Philadelphia. 
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Harr^fWachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Hunan 
Rights, New York, New York. 




A characterization of the National Lawyers) 
Guild is attached hereto. ^ 


;.>r r :VrtO..^V 5 .; 






ft J 





He: Lertin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Letter - C 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
organization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference , » 

(SCLC), of which Lartin Luther King, Jr. L*-' 
is the president, and serves to raise 
funds for the SCLC. 
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martin Luther King* Jr. 
Security natter - C 
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APPENDIX 


NAT 10NAL LAWlLRb GUILD 


1 


T*:? ’Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publication?,,’’ revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the rational Lawyers Guild: 

‘'Na clonal Lawyers Guild 

” 1 . Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 
march 29, 19>+4, P- l*+9). 

” 2 . Cited as a Communist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lewyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17, 1950*) 

" 3 . 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 
1956, p. 91.)" 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


SM-C 
(OO: Atlanta) 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, NEW YORK^lOO-136585) 
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Re NY airtel and LHM, 9/21/67, captioned as abov^ °R 
There are enclosed for the Bureau 10 copies of a 


Lreai^^copi— __ _ 

*£§ LHM containing information furnished ^■Df on 9/2V67, 

■ ft !jj relating to the invitation extended to Maktin lutHER KING, JR., 
i;g by the Nobel Peace Prize Committee to attend ajpeace conference 
K 0 in Moscow. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
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New York, New York 
September 22, 1967 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 
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Reference is made to New York m emorandum dated 
September 21, 1967* captioned as"~above. U. 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned/pn September 21, 1967, that 
Harry Wachtel contacted Stanley*Levison on that date. Levison 
told wachtel that he had^eert'in "touch, with Andy (Young), 
Executive Director of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) and found out what the details are (concerning 
the invitation extended to Martin Luther King, Jr., as a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner to attend a conference with other such 
winners and representatives of North Vietnam and the National 
Liberation Front in Moscow to discuss the Vietnam war).^^ 


Levison stated that "they” are pleased that King is 
interested in going, that to change the date would involve 
some working in Moscow, but that "they 1 ^ going to set about 
doing it". Levison continued that the invitation was to come 
to M oscow , not to Hanoi. He said Moscow is the main force 
that IT'going to convince Hanoi because it is a contest between 
China and Moscow with China pushing the war and Moscow trying^* 
to settle it. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 



r 


Wachtel noted that the real danger, as he previously 
mentioned, was the possibility of being ? n ®,Jj h ? Qt 
committee visited only Moscow to get that side and did njt 
plan to ask for a meeting in Washington thereafter. c 

Wachtel also commented that it would "kill" President 
Johnson if King should play a constructive role in the proposed 
peace conference in Moscow. Wachtel added that if the 
President thinks there>fi some possibility f f?“ t the . 

Moscow meeting, RalpfeTBunche would be sent to it J? that 
whatever King migtffsay, Bunche' would be^ in a position to take 

the edge off it. 



Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, New York, New York. 
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Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 


A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. -L 



k</ 

c 

With respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
organization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther King, Jr. 
is the president, and serves to raise 
funds for the SCLC. 
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. „ Security Matter - C 
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APPENDIX 


NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications’', revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following . 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 


"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, N 
March 29 , 1944, p. 149). 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, it 6 front organizations, 
and controlled •^i^ons' and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 3123 00 the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, jj 
originally related September 17, 1950.)^- 

"3. 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been deviBed 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the ij 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook l ~ L ' 
for Americans. S. Doc. 117 > April 23 , 

1956, p. 91.) 
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Baltimore, Maryland 21213 


Dear 


ACLl 

HEREIN IS 
QATF/Jf tr/ 



AWED 


S&dthtiu. 

(e>t>7£ 


T hank you for the generous comments you 
expressed in your letter of September 19th concerning my 
work. Such remarks are a source of encouragement to me. 


In response to your inquiry, information con¬ 
tained in our files must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice; 
therefore, I am unable to furnish the data you are seeking. 

I regret I cannot be of service but trust you will understand. 

Sincerely yours, 


NOTE: 


J. Edgar Hoover 


Bufiles contain no record identifiable with 
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Baltimore, Maryland' 21213 
September 19, 1967 


b-*>/ 


Hr. J. Edpar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Is it possible to have a statement from you and your 
office concerning Martin Luther King? 

Our children are in a catholic school. This year a 
new series of religious texts have been put into use— 

\ in one of these text {third grade) a lesson is taught 
using statements which say Martin Luther King is a 
brave and great Christian leader. I have read conflicting 
opinions concerning this. Some say he has Communist 
connections in this country. Does your office confirm 

or deny this?. 

I put the greatest of confidence in your opinions and 
admire the work you have done for your country through 
the years you have been in your present position. 

I would not want a false leader held up to my children 
for admiration. 

1 would be most grateful for any information you are 
able to give. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: 3AC, CLEVELAND 
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RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

CM - C 

Buflie 100-106670 
u Cleveland file 157-293 
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i/htr h /COMINFIL SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
A- A ^/LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
' , is “* n 

**/ Bufile 100-438794 

/ Cleveland file 100-26792 
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~ 0* ^ Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an LHM. * 
concerning captioned matter. Two copies each are being t/].;V 
furnished Atlanta and Chicago, and copies also being /;// 
forwarded to local military intelligence agencies .^ L</ 
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The LHM is classified "Confidential ,, because 
information from the above sources could reasonably result 
in the identification of sources of continuing value and 
thereby compromise their future effectiveness.^^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cleveland, Ohio 
September 22, 19^7 



tiBi. 



COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. _ 

c. 

who has furnished 

reliable lniorraation m"T?I^^3S^TE5^B??^he had learned that 
considerable friction has developed within the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) project in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Further, the conduct or some of the SCLC staff members here is 
n ot accept able to responsible mi niste rs within the United Pastors 
Association (UFA). He noted that "the UPA was organised by 
the Negro ministers in Cleveland and invited Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Jr. and the SCLC to Cleveland for joint SCLC-UPA projects. 
The Sfreement called for the UPA to provide most, if not all,(A 
the funds for the project. 

The source stated that the SCLC-UPA program to date 
has been In connection with a voter registration drive in the 
Negro community end an Operations Breadbasket program which 
involves efforts to obtain more and better jobs for Negroes. 

There have also been some efforts to organize tenants in the lA. 
slum areas for rent strikes. 

The source advised that the SCLC-UPA project got 
underway around the middle of June, 1967, and Dr. KING has been 
coming to Cleveland once or twice a month for a day or two at a 
time. Dr. KING’S visits generally consist of conferences with 
hi? %CLC staff, a press conference, and an occasional speech^ 
st a public meeting or a tour of the Negro community. 

The source stated there have been no demonstrations 
or marches in connection with the SCLC-UPA project and therejj^ 
has been no indication that any are being considered. 
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIA N L EADERSHI P CONFERENCE-- 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. _ 






The source reported that the SCLC opened an office 

J Cleveland at 11006 St. Clair Avenue. There is a paid staff / 
seven full*time employees. The PrpJect_Director is the 
verend A. T.\SAMPSON, and h* Is assisted by Reverend IJA MEST " 

ANGE, Reverend E..RANDEL tJoSBUBN, Reverend WILLIAM(tABB 
and MICHAELVBIBLER. All exc^fct BIBLER are Negroes. There . . 
are also two' full-time female office workers and a number of LA-_ 
volunteer workers. ' 
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. _ 




The source stated that the SCLC-UPA project has not 
had nearly as much Impact on the community as the leaders 
originally expected.. He stated that the project had a 
successful boycott against Sealtest Foods, which resulted in 
Sealtest signing anagreement with Dr. KING on August 9> 1967> 
for 50 additional Negro employees and greater use of Negro J 
institutions, such as banks, suppliers, sales and service LX. 
companies. 


The source stated that on August 30, 1967> Dr* KING 
was in Cleveland to announce that the tenants of two apartments 
in the Negro community were beginning a rent strike because of 
poor maintenance service by the landlord. The source stated 
that this rent strike has received no further attention from 
the news media and the Negro community. i_J_ 

The source advised that the SCLC-UPA workers put 
in considerable effort on the recent voter registration drive. 
This was in cooperation with similar registration drives by 
CORE and other civil rights groups. The source noted that 
voter registration was a particularly big issue in Cleveland 
because of the candidacy of CARL STOKES, a Negro, in the 
Democratic mayoralty primary. He noted that STOKES missed 
being elected Mayor of Cleveland by a narrow margin two years ago 
and is being given an excellent chance of winning the election 
this year. 
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. _ 



that Dr. KING'S next scheduled visit to 
Cleveland is September 24, 1967 , where he will deliver a sermon 
at one of the local churches and meet with his staff. (X^ 



This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency. It and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 



Harry Vachtel is a former member of the National 
Lawyers Guild, an organization which has been designated 
as a communist front by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives. Vachtel 
Is a partner in the law firm of Rubin, Vachtel, and levinek 
693 Madloon Avenue, Hew York, Hew York. 

Randolph T. Blackwell and Lawrence"D. Reddicki \ 
are former members of the Communist Party, USA, v-X 


XEROX COPIES TO HRS. MILDRED STEGALL, THE WHITE HOUSE; 
SECRETARY OF STATE RUSK; SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MCNAMARA: ft 
ATTORNEY GENERAL; DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL; ASSISTANT 
ATTORNEYS GENERAL YEAGLEY, DOAR, AND VINSON. 


NOTE: 


Classified "Secret" Inasmuch as sources for the 
above information are highly sensitive sources relating to^ X 
the racial situation. ** ~ 


See memorandum C. D. Brennan to Mr. Sullivan, 
dated 9/20/67, captioned same, prepared by DUW;des. 
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1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. D.M. Wells 
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Attached for your atfpToval 'for dissemination are 
copies of a communication containing the following information: 

BACKGROUND: 
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C. D. Brennan to Sullivan 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR. 

100-106670 







In attendance at this retreat in addition to 
the entire SCLC staff were the following: Stanley Levison, 
principal advisor to King and long-time secret Communist 
(Party member; Harry Wachtel, an advisor to King with a 
(subversive background; Randolph T. Blackwell and Lawrence D4> 
Reddick, both former Communist Party members; and nationally 
pcnown folk 6inger Joan Baez. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached be forwarded by routing slips 
to Mrs. Mildred Stegall at the White House, Secretary of 
State Rusk; Secretary of Defense McNamara; Attorney General; {JL, 
Deputy Attorney General; and Assistant Attorneys General 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

September 21, 1967 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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Harry Wachtel is a former member of the National 
Lawyers Guild, an organization which has been designated 
as a communist front by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives. Wachtel 
is a partner in the law firm of Rubin, Wachtel, and Levine, 
598 Madison Avenue, New York, New York, y £JL 


Randolph T. Blackwell and Lawrence D. 
are former members of the Communist Party, USA. 
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Re Atlanta airtel to the Bureau, 8/25/67. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and nine (9) 
copies, for Atlanta three (3)* for Chicago two ( 2 ), for New 
York six (6), and for WFO two (2), of self-explanatory LHM. 


Ai- Bureau (Encs. 1C)(REGISTERED MAIL) 

" ( 3 ^- 100-442529) 

iAl - 100-438794) 

(1 - 100-106670) 

3 - Atlanta (Encs. 3)(REGISTERED MAIL) 
(1 - 100 - 6670 ) 

'l - 100-5718) 

.1 - 100-5586) 

2 - Chicago (Encs. 2)(REGISTERED MAIL) 

6 - New York (Encs. 6)(REGISTERED MAIL) 
# 1 - 100-73250)(CLARENCE JONES) 

1 - 100-llll80)(STANLEY LEVISON) 

1 - 100-46729)(BAYARD RUSTIN) 

V 1 - 100-148289)(HARRY WACHTEL) 

2 - WFO (Encs. 2)(REGISTERED MAIL) 

3 - Richmond 
(2 - 100-102414 

T „„/l - 100-10256K Mill , 

(21^ E«n,p, t^TODS. 


/rt - /'' 


NOT RECORDEP 
172 $EH ia67 


Dat 






Approved: _ 


V 




Agent In Charge 


«far 





V. 



FiU No. 


C r V 

r m 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Richmond, Virginia 
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COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


On September 13,/I967, a confidential source advised 
that Reverend Martin Luthei*~%l ng, Jr.. President, Southern 
Christian Leadership conference (SCLC), accompanied by eleven (ll) 
individuals, arrived at Airlie House, Warrenton, Virginia, in 
the late afternoon of September 12, 1967. Prior reservations 
had been made for fifty (50) persons for the period September 12, 
1967# to September 17, 19&7, by Gloria Fraction, who identified 
herself as Conference Director, SCLC, Atlanta, Georgia. U— 

Stanley Levison is among the names of those registered 
on September 12, 1967. iK* 


Source expects to be able to furnish the identity • 
of all registrants at a later* 1 date. '-KS 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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UNIT*.i> STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Richmond, Virginia ' 

September 13, 1967 


i f 





Title 


Character 

Reference 




COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE . 

INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNISM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNISM , . \ 

Richmond letterhead memorandum ir 
dated and captioned as above. 


' r X 

- :i 


All BourceB (except any listed belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. . 





f?''■•«*•* r*co-«.n<latlon» nor eooelaaloaa of th, FBI. It to th, pioportr • 
of th* FBI and 1* loan*d to yo«f ®g*ncyj it and It* conUnt* or# sot to bo dlotribntod o«t*id# 
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31 July 1967 

<po7> 



Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Office of the Director FBI 

Department of Justice > .» . «*fr*fv 

Washington, D. C. 20536 JftriSf/ATlON CONTAINED 

Dear Honorable Hoover •>'. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
Dear Honorable Hoover, ^ ftTE ±2? flW ,tJ ~ 

While reading the following publications I came upon the 
enclosed: 

Congressional Record: A3068 - In Defense of J. Edgar Hoover - 
16 June 1967. 

Stars & Stripes - 28 July 67: 50 Years of J. Edgar Hoover. 

I am one American, who look up to you, as our best friend, 
in our fight against Communism. We Americans, owe you plenty, 
because - you have done so much, for so little - for God, America & 
the people. 




: r* : 'T- 

T« 1'/. Xo'itt_ 

- 


\ 


With best regards, I remain, 


Sincerely, 



P. S. Once I read about a book, Negroes With Guns, that I often wonder, j 

does it ties in with the - riots. » < 

the Foreword for this Castro-Propaganda. The contents 

in general is: 

Among Castro propaganda books now circulated to Americans 
negroes is one called — Negroes With Guns. Its appears over the name 
that Civil Rights Group attack Southern whites with lye bomb, chemical 

2114 guns ‘ /O (-/?'?/) — 

S '• * ; ‘ RKCORDEO \ 7“ 

t> rs. 1S9 SEP 14 1937 X*. 
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The editor and publishers of the book were reportedly 
supporters of the — Fair Play For Cuba Committee, the group in 
which — Lee Oswald was active. One of the forewords of this book 
was -- Nonpeaceful Nobel Prize winner -- Martin Luther King. 

I often wonder when will some of the Civil Riots leaders, be 
put in jail. To me — some have gone too far, for the comfort of 
America. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



/ft Reply , Plmate Refer to 
File /Vo, 


Atlanta, Georgia 
September 12, 1967 


Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Suiter SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reference Atlanta Letterhead Memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
A 36 eo&sesuied lx referenced communication have furnished reliable 

•iioi'L lx -she past. 


This <t<x>'ament contains neither recommendations nor_conclusions 
cf tie FVC. St is tie property of the FBI and is loaned to 
yciur it ana its contents are not to be distributed 

ante lie j agency. 


5-113 (MO-:i) 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

9/11/67 


Dote 


Martin Luther King, Jr., Presi¬ 
dent, Southern Christian Leadershij 
[Conference, has scheduled a retreat 
at Airlie House, Warrenton, Virginii 
September 12 through 17, 1967, to 
plan massive civil disobedience in 
major states throughout the U. S. 
This retreat was widely publicized 
in the recent national convention 
of the SCLC. 






, Results of above retreat will be 
furnished White House and Attorney 
General - 

DMW: anuW^vew ua 

& £ r /i J 


n .i. I.» 

HEREIN is unclassified . 
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UNITED STATES G t 


MENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


MR. TOLSON 


DATL 


y* \ OMf 


FROM :J* P. MOHR 




JTAIKED 


8/25/67 


.- 

’S REPORT bNTaNCTREAbY M [pVfM 


SUBJECT 



'■’FBr 

by Robert S. /Alien and Paul Scott 

The above-captioned syndicated column appeared in the Northern 
Virginia Sun, Arlington, Virginia, on August 24, J967, is datelined 
Washington, D. C. and states that ’’powerful leaders in Congress are rolling 
up their big guns for their coming confrontation with Dr. Martin Lut her'King.” 
It then states, "Their Big Bertha the contents of the FBI's file on king-"Has 
been examined and readied for firing by a House Appropriations subcommittee 
headed by Representative John J.jRooney, D - N. Y., a strong civil rights 


advocate.” 


/ 


d (r&fc' 


Congressman Rooney called me late this afternoon and asked me if 
I had read this particular column and I told him that I had. He said he is re- ^ 
ceiving copies from all over the country and he just wanted the Director to 
know that he had no intention of bolding any hearings on Martin Luther King * 
and specifically concerning the Director’s testimony before his Subcommittee. 

I reassured him that the Director was well aware of the fact that he 
did not intend such a hearing and if the Director felt that way I would have 
been knocking on his door earlier today. He laughed and said he just wanted 
the Director to know that he had no such intentions. He did state, however, 

I that the column was bad for him politically in his district where he has so 
l many Negro voters. I told him it seemed to me that Allen and Scott had just v 
dragged his name into the column knowing full well that the Director did 
testify before his Subcommittee every year. I asked him if he was worried 
about the column and its possible effect upon him in his district and he told 
me that he was not particularly worried and laughed stating he hoped not 


v> 


many of his constituents would r^|e column. 

I have checked with Mr. Bishop and he assured me that we did not 


✓ 


furnish any information concerning Congressman Rooney to All o a 
obviously it was something they had hatched up themselves. 

EKC’ 0S1P.E The forgoing is submitted for your information. 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
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IFBIs Report 
On King Ready 

By ROBERT t. ALIEN 
and PAUL SCOTT 


> >» 



Mr. An** 


WASHINGTON — Poavrtul lead* i 
rn k« Co^rrv at* fOtttn* 
up tiieir big guru kx their c«n- * 
tag confrontation with Dr. Mar* 
tin Luther King. 

1Vir Big Berth* • the ewv 
I sent* of ih« FBI's hie on King 
— hA t been examined end 
readied for Grin* by a Hour* 

( Appropriations a u b c 6 tn m litre 
hcjdcd by Representative John 
J. Rnonry, D • N. Y.. i Hwm 
H v:i right* advocate. 

Ju Suttee™*'member* tie 
: now discussing frith House 
’ leaders how and ■■Hm jhU un¬ 
told peri of IV Intriguing King 
. story s!xxiW he released bo ihe 
, American people. This story in. 

! elude* derails of those directing 
and influencing his anivtlies. 

These legislator* are taking 
Ihe position thnl King's public 
rkvHsnuInn of yO nn Congress 
kmvr* nwmVi*^/^!n rther nnir«e 
Ihftrt to throw H>V Height «n 
*ctne antwiblinijed **perl* of tV 
militant civil rigid* tender's life 
* known only to * tew high of* 

I Ticiats and a handful <* FBI 
'agents. 

The aubcommMtee mrmbrrs 
have lold the House leaders. 
Who err Kings main large!*, I 
|rhat the FBI ha* urdmocschaWe | 
evidence including phtaogrsph* 

I showing that King is now llslc n- 
’ itSLJ® • man jrb$ T*^cWarty, 
more interested in destroying 
t he t£S . Than In The plight of 
YHher the Negro or the war* 
wyary people of Vietnam. 

According to^ these legislators, 
(the FBI has carffuhy 'docu¬ 
mented tha: this adviser of King 
has been one of the Communis 
Party's biggest money*~lwe« 
In This country. 

I fTw eorftfonli.l FBI file, they 
epoTt. dies instances of mate¬ 
rial this adviser hos prepared 
for King's etciou* • tacks on 
CnrfTc'i and (he V* 8. is gen- 
era*. TV adviser Is eredi ed | 
with drafting King's *t*\rmcn*s: 
describing Cbngrtns as “wM 
w'ih racism** and describing Ihe 
Bl.&. A»%lhe "givaU^* jwn.wr 
tf vtatenct 3m 1* world May. } 


# a* .-snarled in dlls qp’irnm i.\ 
August 4, eleven day* before 
t Kin* revealed his new t m'egy 
( in his headline * making attack 
■ On Con*n**« In Atlanta, the; 
] Nobel Prise winner is planning ’ 
l lo lead massive demom'rjtfon* 
and “all in*” here this tab. 

TV al neks against Cbngrers 
| an* p>rt of fOng** over • at) 
rMnfnfvn e* rvbrtlHi a pofDicnl 
••third' tonce" by 1PM composed 
of rnPItam cMi rights, prat, 
amdenl, and tabor groups, 

S'qnfficmnPy, IV Rev. James 
Bevel. another King lieu tenant 
«mnWng Ms civil disobedience 
campaign tor Wo«h!rrjkxv Is 
frVRC-bcd In the FBI tile a* 
Kind's link with Ihe Student 
NmvioJcnt Coorrf ; n»fln w Com* 
mtHre (SNOCl. TV official* of 
Ih'R militant grmm arr now* 
liring Nrgnoes *o fjHow the pnlh 
at vhUevI revohthw In tfte U.R. 

. U. ft. 

% ** * % 

K'ng, wha perariw* non * vkv 
tem*\ eonimics in confer wUh 
ihcNf SNCC official* whcnes-cr 
Bmvl ac-i a op (he meetings, ac. 
I’nrd.ng to Itr F7JT fiW, ll 
>♦*0 gi»olci King as letling a 
Cmup of W: - wing students, 
”Wc don’l need to talk mean, 

’ w#» need to act mean.” 

Aides of Senator John McQel- 
bn D - Ark.; who*e Permanent « 
In vest Igating Subcommittee '' 
plans a full - scab prebe of | 
recent race rtots 1 reports that ; 
he inquiry wCI go into King* '! 
aaenvitios. Several ex * FBI 1 
*agems. familiar wtih the lock- j 
ground of King and also of the 
ofT:ct>J, of SSNC. wtH kt cm* ! 

, P’ov ed by the committee. 

\^>h the*«‘ and other bomb- 1 

* Wi+pir* * 

;jiona? leaders, are prlvwtely 

The < *£eoon4 CbmingJ* 1 
of King, as his Washington dis- 
obedieitee campaign it being 
’ ailed, could be a nasty, violent 


The legislators also behove 
ork* could cqtodc a 
tat wt aayYn ^out Kfa«. +*--=** 


AOOJ . 

2 * 2 * ) 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 


FEDERAL bureau OF INVESTIGATION 


united states department of justice 

ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATION J / 

t.'T 7WI7T nPF A'T’TAf J * 

JVLitil i i—k *•* *- 


The attached anonymous postcard, 
sent to the Director, contains the 
following message: 


’’Sept. 7-67 

When are^'ou going to expose 
Martin Lut her King? If you don’t, 


44- t»4Tl Vin 1TDT 4c Vin 


At Will A A/A U/OV *0 11WA M 


Tn 

Mi 


fact people are beginning to believe 
the FBI stinks— 


A citizen ” 



MR. CONRAD 
MR. FELT - 
MR. Q ALE - 
MR^O#EN 




MR. TROTTER 
MR. JONES - 


TELE. R O OM 


MISS HOLMES — 
MRS. METCALF 
MISS GAMpY — 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Hr. Sullivan 
C. D. Brennan 


G${$0 


o. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
OATE: 9/12/67 
1 - Hr. C.D. Brennan 
1 - Hr. D.H. Veils 




Tot eon 


0 
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HARTIK LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY HATTER - COMhuHIcri 

N — 

PURPOSE : 

To furnish background data regarding the Airlie 
House, Varrenton, Virginia. 




BACKGROUND: 


.*;,r ■ ,/ ;:-r- r -' 


/ hC'/ 


Airlie House is owned by the Airlie foundation, 
a privately endowed estate which set up this establishment 
for the benefit of nonprofit groups. This estate is used 
by groups to bold conferences, meetings, and retreats o- 
their executive personnel. In the past, such groups as 
university presidents and law enforcement groups have held 
conferences there. 
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UNITED STATES GO\^ CsMENT 
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Mr. U. C. SullivanT 


! \ r*r> 






-* 


-*jfc 

- 

r 54 



I^FROM 




C. 3. Erennan ^ .- '. 


/ - * -rri— *• • ' A 7 QTAv*'? V' *’ r % 


U . 

. ^ 

» 

i - Mr. LeLoach 
1 - 2.:r. Lssr.cp> 

1 - Mr. V.C. Sullivan 
DATE: 9/5/67 

1 - Mr, C.D, Brennan 
1 - Mr. 3.A. ttells 
1 - Mr. McGuire 





subject^ vgTICMAL CC1^3?.3MC3 FOR KB'; POLITICS 

co:co-:.:::::a ^7 f, 

ALL INFOiUiAl ION CjiuAH?£D •',. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .•-/ 
s "~-- ! DATE 1- 2?■i'l VfcPif jtL*,i4. 

The National Conference for Kev; Politics (MCK?) 
Convention held in Chicago, Illinois, 8/31/67 through 9/4/67, 
sought to produce a coalition of the blade power movement, 
antiwar movement, and campn^ left movement which could effect 
a third ooliticai force inQe United States possibly 
endorsing Dr. ’MM— —~Tr JZ - - Benjamin Spock 

as a 2.1JE Pressaential ticket. duo Communist Party (CP) and 
other subversive organisations euhibined considerable interest 
in uh_ Convention and had representatives on the scene. 

Ns:able among subversive representation were Arnold Johnson 

a:_us — Creeu, CP names.—— sunc o-»araos. mZ— 

sdvcmte-s split the Conventicr. into Three groups, and 
subeorueutly grabbed ecus! voting power with white progressive 
ns:orlty. In the coin, the NCI? Convention vas bogged down 
l ir. confusion,* a third party and a 1930 Presidential ticket 
did not emerge therefrom; and the black militant minority 
played the most vociferous role. 

u . -• - » 

All information to date restive to the Convention 
ban bw3n disseminated to the Unite £ouse and otaer snterested 
agwncaes. You will be kepi; informed of resulting developments. 
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The highlights of the Convention are as follows: 


On C/2I/6?, against the backdrop of pre-Ccnvortion 
activity suggesting black power advocates would grab control 
cr disrupt the Convention, Dr. Martin Luther Ming, Jr., 
delivered the keynote address to approximately 5,COO people. 

Ee stressed the establishment of a political force based on 
black-white unity. 

On S/1/67 the Convention refused equal representation 
for the Negro on the KCN? Steering Committee. This Committee, 
under the leadership of Arnold Johnson, was not meeting vath 
success, and confusion reigned. Floyd McMissick, National 
Director of the Congress of Racial Mcuaiity (COM2), addressed 
the Convention and then met with the "black caucus" group, 
which issued a resolution condemning the United States for 
follownng a program of genocide against the Negro. The 
Convention was urged tc accent the resolution or the Negro 
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A samarate "black convention" 


-i- 


Cn S/n/67 the NCN? Convention by acclamation voted 
. a telegram to the President of North Vietnam in homos 
22nd anniversary of Vietnamese independence. The 
caucus" resolution of 2/1/G7 was accepted by the 
Convention in order to prevent Negro defections from the 
MC..P. The "black caucus" group then shifted poskion stating 
although the resolution was accepted, the MCNP does not 
reflect the ncod of the black people, and that there is a 
need for a separate black movement encompassing several 
levels of participation, including violence. A CP national 
entry remarked some of the Negro leaders had financial 
g of Red China. The Convention at this point was 
scribed as confused and in a semipauie state. 
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By C/S/G7 the HCMP Cer.vcr.tioa had split into three 
the main Cor.ver.tiou, the "black caucus" group within 
the Convention, and the separate "black convent ion" also in 
session in Chicago. Ming's followers re.je.ined within the 
::c::i? Conventicn; however, Hang has lost power to McICissici: 

ant o-ners mot C«.-. ;. JotwS t cm...., . ^r..ot Clu—11—n, Swucenv 

nonviolent Co or i tutting Committee (SHCC) . a militant civil 
rights organinataon, stated the ITCH? white liberals are in 
no position to atetato to cue lute — Ithomc—o_.ts« Be , 
"This is a dictatorship, ana I an the dictator." 


The S/4/S7 session clearly established the bitch 
representation achieved ecual voting power with the KCITP 
white majority. The anti-lsrnel policy cf the blach poorer 
advocates was tacuea to the hc.T?, and ante—'/ act nan war, 
antidrait, as well as anti-president Johnson resolutions 
were accepted. third party and a 1033 Presidential ticket 
did not emerge from the Convention. The CP, seeming success 
v.t::v, «r it c_u be fcu..d, was elated over its contribution 
to th = Convention, A 33-nan Hnssutive Board ccnposed cf 
t.n.nn advocating involvement in state- elections, as well 
as cacse mceres^wa In u in.*w p -w—***y acce., w*—s gjji.£ u oc>« 

A commission was constructed for tl.e purpose of calling 
another convention senetime in 1330 to select a third party 
ticket. Approval was granted to held a meeting in TTashington, D. C 
cn li/iG/37 for the purpose on establishing a news service 
c_ ago ..sing Vietnam news from the HC17? viewpoint. The entire 
Convention car. be sunned up in the words of a Michigan 
d_lwgauo who said the white progressives at the Convention 
-era a "little tail on the end cf a- very powerful black 

--tt 

> vs .. W Ua, « 


The M'i.TP Convention concluded without major incident; 
.—■*..’£ v wir ^ il .* g w\ P is not dead. The CP clearly overemphasised 
its role in the aCh'P Convention, finding the Party overshadowed 
by black militants. Although snail in number, the vociferous 
approach of black militants wielding a policy of force and 
fair has opened the eyes of some white progressives who 
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T. r ithdra\7 Guppcrt f roti ilc^^o causes . The r>otrer gtr£,b 
encored by \r.e blacl: nilinants at the Convention tlvrarred 
ce cf a soLia front, a nov: political force, a~a a 
1C3C PrcsiasntiaL tichet. The CP, thriven" cn 
fusion, can he ad to regain abreast of ahis political 

a. Car excel! - -..errant cover- "3 vili forecast future 
oletreats ra^-ra-r" the IvCh? . 
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1 - Mr. D.M. Wells 


August 31 ' 1067 


I IMG, JS. 


The following inforaation has been supplied by 
confldcntl.l .ource. of this Bureau who have forolflhod 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



Tho Labor Youth League has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 0-' 


Barry Wachtel is a former member of the National 
Lawyers Guild, an organization which has been designated as 
a communist front by tho Committee on Un-American Activities, 
United States House of Representatives, Wachtel is a partner 
in the law firm of Rubin, Wachtel, Baum, and Levine, La~ 

503 Madison Avenue, New York, New York. 



During the early 1040**, Bayard Rustin was a 
member of the Young Communist League, an organization which 
has beo n des ign ated s ubversive pursuan t to Ex ecutiv e Order 


1 


XEROX COPIES TO MRS. MILDRED STEGALL, THE WHITE HOUSE; ATTORNEY 
GENERAL; DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL; ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERALU 
YEAGLEY, DOAE, AND VINSON. 

NOTE: 


Classified "Secret" inasmuch as sources for the 
above information are highly sensitive sources relating tonU- 
the racial situation. 

See memorandum C.D. Brennan to Hr. Sullivan, dated/--'- 
8/30/67, captioned same, prepared by DSIW:scr. 
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UNITED STATES GG , ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


C. D. Brennan^.? 



LeLoar*. . 



subject mar-tin LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


PURPOSE: 

Attached for your approval 
communications containing the following: 


BACKGROUND 


T - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

' » ' I/ILate: August 30, 1967 


, _ , 1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

V*7 * 1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 

i’.f A50" r( ■■■ F - . / 
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ir approval for dissemination are 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

that attached communication be forwarded to 
Mrs. Mildred Stegall at the White House; the Attorney General 
Deputy Attorney General; and Assistant Attorneys General 
Doar, Vinson, and Yeagley, 
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ALL INFOFMATIO^ CONTAINED 
^ "HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
' EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


RTMlM 


In Reply, Pltate Refer to ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
File No. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, t 

EXCEFT WHERE SHOWN . X 
OTHERWISE. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20S3S 

August 31 , 1967 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished ji 
reliable information in the past, LA— 









MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



The Labor Youth League has been 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


designated 

u 


Harry Wachtel is a former member of the National 
Lawyers Guild, an organization which has been designated as 
a communist front by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
United States House of Representatives. Wachtel is a partner 
in the law firm of Rubin, Wachtel, Baum, and Levine, \K 
598 Madison Avenue, New York, New York. 


During the early 1940's, Bayard Rustin was a 
member of the Young Communist League, an organization which 
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(Type in plaintext or colct 


(Priority) 


TC 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-35356) (?) 
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KARTJR LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 

OO: ATLANTA 


ALL IN FCRMAli^Ll^ONTA iN 

H^EITTTS unclassified^ 

DATE 


ED 
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Re Chicago teletype dated 8/29/67, under the KING 
cr.pLi.ftn and that of National Conference for New Politics. 

IS - C. ~ ----—--- 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 13 copies cf a LKM 
concerning KING and his activities as known its Chicago over 
the period 8/27-29/67. 

Copies are being designated as indicated below for 
Atlanta, Cleveland, and New York for information purposes. 

Chicago is following and the Bureau and any interested 
Offices will be advised of any subsequent developments. 


£ ■ 


The character of the enclosed 
as Racial Matter, rather than SM-Q as in 
cornmunica lions . concerning KING. 
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LHM is being carried F 

n previous Chicago /Y* ; - J 

Bureau (Enel. 13) 

(1 - 100-438794) (COMlNFIL - SCLC) , 

(1 - 62-110JS5) (NCNP) Zfg&S /Hdf \H 

2 - Atlanta (Enel. 2) (1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR) 

(1 - 100-5718) (COMINFIL - SCLC) 

2 - Cleveland (Enel. 2) (1 - 157-233) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

(1 - 100-26792) (CCMINF1L - SCLC1 

1 - New York (1 - 100-15G043) (NCNP) (Enel. 1) , 0 0 i- 

4 - Chicago rp m •• r, ■'?" / f- / / /J " OvOf 

(1 - 157-413) ' - -' * 
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(1 - 105-2638) (CCIJlKFIL - SCLC) 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU. )lCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Chicago, Illinois 
August 30, 1967 


Fiu No. Chicago file 
100-35356 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
RACIAL MATTERS 



rnvestigation (.FBI) Office that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian /V 

Leadership Conference (SCLC), headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia^ ' ' ^ 
had arrived in Chicago over the past weekend. The e xact 
time and nature of his arrival here was not known toj 
however, it was known that on the morning of August 2' 

King had delivered a sermon at the Fellowship Baptist Church, 

4543 South Princeton Avenue, Chicago, 


advised that during 

the morning hours of this date King had held a sidewalk press 
conference at 3808 West Fillmore Avenue, Chicago, during which 
he had outlined plans for the rehabilitation of alleged slum 
dwellings on Chicago’s west side, Tor subsequent resale to 
low income ghetto residents. Details of this program, 
together with his remarks concerning the National Conference 
for New Politics (NCNP) being held in Chicago over the 
period August 31, 1967, to September 1, 1967, are set forth in 
the self-explanatory articles attached to this memorandum, 
these articles appearing in the August 30, 1967, editions of 
various Chicago newspapers. 


i7(D, 




:VvW* 









King was to depart Chid 
JS>r Cleveland, Ohio, where the SCLC also has a program. King 
reportedly is to return to Chicago on August 31, 1967, to 
appear as the keynote speaker for the opening session on that 
date of the NCNP. There were no incidents which took place in 
Chicago in connection with the presence of King here over 
the period August 27 to 29, 1967. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ' 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

tfb 
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RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Copies of this memorandum are being provided locally 
to Secret Service and the office of the United States Attorney, 
Chicago; and to Region I, 113th MI Group, Evanston, Illinois. 
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fig Outlines Plan 




! Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
outlined a plan yesterday lo 
turn 11 west side tenements 
jnto “poor people's condomin¬ 
iums,” and said he hoped the 
idea will spread thrrout the 
; country to give the poverty- 
stricken “a stake in the com- 
•munity and the future.”" 

•'‘.The civil rights leadef* said 
"the 1.2-milIion-dollar pilot pro¬ 
gram, tc be financed with 
federal funds, will provide 1S6 
apartments that welfare recip¬ 
ients and job holders can 
;purcbase for less than $100 a 
-month. 

;.; Foundation to Administer 
. The Kate Maremont Founda¬ 
tion, y nonprofit charitable 
organisation which has an 
option -o huy the buildings, will 
rehabilitate them and admin¬ 
istrate .the program. Members 
of the Lawndale Union to End 
Slums, an affiliate of Dr. King’s 
Southern Chrisitan Leadership 
Conference, will manage the 
buildings. Two of its members 
have been in training with 
foundation for the last six 
'months. 

The Tribune described the 
project last April when it was 
first discussed by Victor de 
Graria, foundation executive 
Tice president, and Meredith 
Gilbert, Lawndale union coordi¬ 
nator. * 

Subsequently, Dr. King and 
de Grazia obtained approval of 
the plan from Robert C 
Weaver, secretary of housing 
and urban development, in 
Washington. 


down payments to those who 
cannot raise the cash them¬ 
selves. 

Mayor Daley’s approval is 
required to release the federal 
funds for the program, which 
will be provided under section 
312 of the 1964 housing act. 
Loans secured under the act 
proride fer 3 per cent maxi¬ 
mum interest over 20 years. 

Model Is Toured 
After the press conference, 
reporters toured a model 
apartment in one of the build¬ 
ings at 3303 Fillmore sL, then 
inspected an existing unit. 

Dr. King commented that the 
building might have been de¬ 
molished without the Jiew pro¬ 
gram, displacing 12 families. i 
The other 10 buildings to be ! 
rehabilitated are at 1531 and j 
1M1 S. Avers av.:* 1401 S. 
Harding av.; 3823 Fulton st.; ! 
1015 S. Springfield av.; 1022, 
1105, and 1119 lndepender.ee 
blvd.; 1132 S. Homan av.; and 
3409 Grenshaw st. / 


First or Rial , 

King said the program Is the 
first of its kind in the country. 

De \ GrazLa estimate^ the 
apart nent-hemes, whicn will 
sell fer about $7,300 each, will 
be ready for occmarcy within 
six months. He said present 
)l :e *Iv*n Lie first 
opportunity to buy the com- 
piu-uls, and that the 
founcalion will ter.d money for 
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By flichard T. Cooper 
: A new program lor helping 
Chicago—ghetto dwellers be¬ 
come homeowners by using 
■ federal funds to turn shim 
fundings into "poor people’s 
^condominiums” was an' 
jicunced Tuesday by Dr. Mar- 
fc’n Luther King Jr. and other 
#roject leaders. ■ 

_ (In a condominium, each 
resident owns his own apart- 
enf and shares equally with 
other residents ownership of 
hallways and ether common 
treas.) 

7 The plan calls for i ehabil¬ 
lation cf 11 deteriorating 
buddings containing 156 dwell- 
j\g units, which will be sold 
o tenants for jjayments aver¬ 
ting less than $100 a month. 

The Kate Maiemont Foun¬ 
dation will handle acquisition 
?md renovation of the cuild- 
*ngs, according to its executive 
'nee president, Victor de Gra¬ 
ss. Management of the proj¬ 
ect is to be supervised by the 
Lawndale Union tOjEnd Slums 
od a tody representing the 
wants, under the pian. 

£ * 20-Year Mortgages 
f The estimated $1,200,000 
j:ost cf the conversions will be 
Covered by a federal lean un- 
fer Section 312 of the Na- 
jwDal Housing Act of .1964, 


at a recent meeting in Wash¬ 
ington* with Sec. Robert C 
Weaver of the Housing and 
Urban Development f Depart- 
ment. '- — y- 

The Chicago Department 
of Urban Renewal/must ap¬ 
prove details of the project, 
but de Grazia said prelimi¬ 
nary talks have been held and 
M wc don’t see any road¬ 
blocks” The city department 
will be the federal govern¬ 
ment’s representative in the 
program. ■ 

Resembles Percy Plan 
The plan resembles Sen. 
Charles H. Percy’s program 
for financing home ownership 
by the poor through a national 
bousing foundation. The prin¬ 
ciple difference la that under 
Percy’s system construction 
would be financed with gov¬ 
ernment-backed bonds sold by 
at nonprofit, private organiza¬ 
tion , while the King group will 
obtain capital directly from 
the federal government. /t 
.In a recent telegram to Mer¬ 
edith Gilbert, project co-ordi¬ 
nator for the Lawndale UUon, 
Percy praised the plan and 
said it was just the kind of 
project his national housing 
found; tion was intended to 
support, according to de Graz- 
i*. .* - • ‘.. 

(The program announced 

Tuesday, also closely ..resembles 


’ tccordiog to de Grazia. Ten- j a larger plan begun b*j Dr. 
aits, possibly including welfare ■ |£j n g an *j reported exclusively 
icipieDd, will be *b!e » pay , ^ , ast Decem . 

* ~ a., -py? ' , .y.^„ J4..S 

%ent* over a 20-year period, I. qqq -w\ i£ furds were! 

e ,a ^* : H to have been obtained to buy I 


Dr.iKtng and de Grazia said 
ley bad obtained general fed- 
ral approval for the project 


- . i - bu y 

groups of ruft-down buildings 
which would be turned over 
to tenant co-operatives.) . 
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• Upkeep Fees 
; The .sponsoring organiza¬ 

tions plan to conduct pro- 
■■ — «■■■ — grams of t€rumf*~Tducation, 
^aod monthly assessments will 
be made for repairs and main- 

) tenance t Dr. King said. A 

' model apartment at 3S0S W. 
Fillmore, was opened to news¬ 
men for comparison with an 
unrenovated apartment in the 
same building. 

V' * : pr. King declared the proj- 
~ "ect "offers ghetto dwellers 

~ *ccw hope, a stake in his com¬ 
munity, a share in his future, 
a chance to move up in socie¬ 
ty."/ . J- - * : 

C VDr^ King rejected news¬ 
men^ suggestions that tenants 
might fail to take care of the 
renovated buildings. 

*1 believe absolutely in |he 
wisdom of home ownersh : p," 
be said, predicting that \en- 
ants wood maintain the con¬ 
verted units because ouher- 
Tship will'give them "a greater 
-sense of involvement." ' 

. ■ ; Dc Grazia said renovation 
;!of each apartment will cost 
3? about $7,500, which will be 


1 - 




i jeovered entirely by tenants* 

f Imortgage payments. The units 

- will not be sold on contract, 

* be said. ,/ 

Down-Payment H.*lp 
For tenants who* cannot 
make down payments, the 
Maremont Foundation will put 
op the necessary funds. Dr. 
King said, emphasizing that 
some purchasers probably will 
S** **Sj&t public aid recipients. _ 

\ '‘For years,” de Grazia 
Jioted, ■‘public funds have been 
^^^^subsidiziog slumlords, paying 
v ^their taxes, building yp their 
/ *quitie« T ’’ Under the o»:w plan, 
‘occupant; will have tie pride • 
\ /tod dignity that goes with own¬ 
ing p/operty and the 4 title to 
prove it" be said. 

The Maremont Foundation 
us an option to buy the 11 
Vest Side buildings from Al¬ 
as Real Estate Co., according 


to de Grazifc^ purchase and 
jenovation will begin as soon 
as the cily-gTvmhe green light, 
be said. 

De Grazia noted that the 11 
buildings have been the target 
of rent strikes and demonstra¬ 
tions by the Lawndale Union 
to End Slums during the past 
year. 

He said some units might 
be ready within six months. 

Dr. King, de Grazi3, and 
Gilbert Meredith, project co¬ 
ordinator for the Lawndale 
Union stood answering report¬ 
ers’ questions in a vacant area 
behind the crumbling building 
at 3808 W. Fillmore while 
crowds ofi giggling children 
hung frora porch railings or 
edged into the balf-fcircle 
around thij speakers, oblivious 
to the frantic cries of television 
Film crews. ‘ 

“ ‘ r“ : ■*:*“ 

During the press confer¬ 
ence, .Dr. King turner 1 aside 
a numler of pointed questions 
about his activities in* the anti¬ 
war movement and their im¬ 
pact on civil rights progress. 

- He denied that hi^ political 
activities would prej idicc the 
condominium project’* chances 
for getting federal finds and 
exprevsd hope that it might 
set anWampIe to be followed 
elsewhere in Chicago aod eth¬ 
er cities. ~~ ' i - i 
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Nscro Leader to Talk 


working with the civil rights 
movement and gathering oppo¬ 
sition to the Viet Nam war/ 1 
> Sec the Futility 

Dr. King ase^iboi-rtcial quiet 
in Chicago thus summer to the 
fact that “Negroes have come 
to see the futility of such 
action.” 

“The Negro community in 
Chicago went thru the agony of 
rioting last summer,” he said,. 
“and they don’t want to go thru 
it again.” ' 

. Dr. King SJ&WnT'tclieved 




at Rally Tomorrow 

BY'JOHN ELMER . 


j I*. Bfarth Luther King Jr. 
j f 2 i ’ yesterday he will not run 
for he ?-and*n?v rn a tM”d- 
par tic’ret, and denied the 
frov that may ask him to do 
so l\$ been infiltrated by 
Cam: cn*sts. 

Dr. Ting wilt be the keynote 

-■ ?t a rally tomorrow 

Bight r the Qhicago Coliseum 
•oeninc the National Confer¬ 
ence for New Pclitics.'He has 
. fce°n me' t'on^d rs a P— 


riots are unlikely to occur in 
the same area more than once. 

: He cited Watts and other 
: scenes of racial disturbances as 
examples. After periods of 
disorder, they have remained 
peaceful. *j 
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tial cane cate by many dele- 
gites to t""* convention. 

Opposes That Philosophy 
am not aware of any 
commtrust iriluence or infiltra¬ 
tion of th3 e^oup,” he com¬ 
mented. “Ar.d as a Baptist 
preacher, I strongly op¬ 
posed to thafr'J tilosophy.” 

Ita: Tt Learned that 
toold>Ucb!isci- a Communist 
tyTmrd mt iber, hesTBcen 
'erring wich be N. C. X. P. 
!cring comm tee. Stokely 
larmichael, mijr ant blacTTna- 
tiocalist, is a in m’oer of the 
group’* execu x j\tf oard. ? 

> '} Hits k/jCI. i'ower ] 

* Dr. King afttekee statements 
of £ia;k puier advocateSfSuch 
as H. Itao&rown that call for 
Negroes jp arm that'selves for 
further rmts in major cities. 

I "Riots creite more social 
problems than they solve,” he 
»ali 4i I believe a violent 
program is setf-defeotirg What 
Negroes need is militant non- 
violent resistance.” 

-The civil rights leader how¬ 
ever, did not denounce Carmi- 
cfcaeTs trips to Havana and 
Km&i, noting that he himself 
.^fanned to “spend my tme 
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SI BJEC) The Congressional Record _ 

- 
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P*l«s E10W4-H10S1S. Tr* House completed general aiUtt 
ms. R. a bill to prescribe penalties for certain ecu «i violence or 
intii&ddattoa. Tlej will conttaae coosideration of thia bid today. Cesgressmu 
%a*gonittr, Ik) Louisiana, spoil* is ©bisctloa to Ibis iogtsiatida sod cited 
certain activities oi Martin Lather King pointing out that ling is calling tor 
ciTi! disobedience dea>on*traUon* en s kjis# scats U Northern cities. fit 
stated Wow* my friends, it yoc paa* tuts proposed legislative you srs goin& tc 
be giving protection to exact y this sort of thing. Congressuian Andrews, (i ) 
Alabama, stated I sis sure the gent’eisaa reca l that % year# ago, U 
Wc 7 e&ber, if J reasentter correctly, one of tae great Americana of ah fuse, 
Sir. J. Edgar Hoover, said that Idle tame sain, Ur. Martin Mother King, was 
Cioet notorious liar lo the United states of Anterica. Ur. Ktag Imiaediate y »♦ 

1 he would demand s retraction of that sUteuyeot and an apology ire^ Mr. Hotm 

i As of this day, Mr. Hoover has not retracted that statesmen! •— and ne stands t. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August 31, 1967 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, 


On August 10, 1967, at the Fairmont Hotel, San 
Francisco, California, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. addressed 
a convention of the National Association of Real Estate 
Brokers, which is composed of Negro members of the real 
estate profession throughout the country. King 6poke to 
approximately 370 delegates and his speech was later 
televised over KQED, San Francisco. 

Dr, King’s speech is as follows: 

"To our distinguished Toastmaster and to the 
distinguished President of the organization, Mr. Williamson, 
delegates, and members of the National Association of Real 
Estate Brokers, ladies and gentlemen. I need not pause to 
say how very delighted I am to be here tonight and have 
the privilege of sharing with you on this auspicious occasion. 

I must say I don't feel like a stranger being here with 
you, for as I look over the audience I see so many friends 
and so many familiar faces, persons that I have known and 
that I have met across the last few years. Then it looks 
like an Atlanta show here tonight; the President is an Atlantan, 
the Toastmaster is an Atlantan, and I am an Atlantan, so it 
seems that Atlanta has taken over the platform tonight. I 
do want to congratulate you on 20 years of significant history. 
T~hm here tonight for two basic reasons: The first is as a 
i result of my respect and admiration for your esteemed President, 
( Q, B. Williamson. I have heard behind his back and before 
his face of the magnificant job he has done as President of 
this organization and I want to commend you for your wisdom 
in electing him president, I think for five consecutive times 
now. 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



I need not remind you that the housing question is one of the 
most crucial issues confronting our nation today. In the next 
30 years as a result of population expansion in spite of 
our cities more housing units will be built than our nation 
has built in all its years since its founding in 1776. This 
means that you have a significant challenge and responsibility. 
Your motto is indeed a challenging one, democracy in housing. 
Democracy in housing really means integration in housing} 
integration in housing means not only integration beyond racial 
lines, but it also means integration beyond class lines. So 
you can see that you have many things to think about and you 
have many new challenges, you have many crucial problems on 
all of your future agendas and all of your future discussions 
and I certainly want to wish you God's speed as you seek 
to confront this challenge as you move on in the days ahead. 

The school problem will not be solved totally until the 
housing problem is solved. Even the job problem will not be 
totally solved until the housing problem is solved. Therefore, 
this is a key issue. So I want to thank you for inviting me, 
and I want to thank you for your generous expressions and I am 
indebted to my good friend, Mr. Shaw, 'for these very kind 
gracious words of introduction. As he was introducing me, it 
reminded me of the old maid who had never been married. One 
day she went to work and the lady for whom she worked said, 'Ann, 
I hear that you are going to get married.* She said, 'No, I'm 
not going to get married but thank God for the rumor.' Well, 

I know that all these things Mickey said about me can't be 
true but thank God for the rumor.< 

"I want to talk with you tonight honestly and truth¬ 
fully I hope, about the conditions of our nation and the world. 
You may not agree with everything I say but I'm going to say 
it. For I believe that freedom is still the bonus you receive 
for telling the truth. Jesus said, 'Ye shall know the truth 
and the truth shall set you free.' I want to try to tell you 
who are assembled herethe truth. I want to try to tell the 
thousands and thousands of people who are now looking and 
listening over television the truth for America is in dire 
need at this hour of hearing the truth. I want to use as a 
subject from which to speak 'Transforming A Neighborhood into 
A Brotherhood.' The fact is that America has brought the nation 
and the world to an awe inspiring threshold of the future. 

Indeed we build machines that think and the instruments that peer 
into the unfathonable ranges of instellar space. We have built 
gigantic bridges to span the seas, other gigantic bridges to 
span the seas and gargantuan buildings to kiss the skys. Through 
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our airplanes, we have walked distance and placed time in 
chains. We've compressed into minutes distances that once 
took days, weeks, and months. I think Bob Hope has adequately 
described this new jet age in which we live as I have said so 
often, that it is an age in which it is possible to take 
a non-stop flight from Los Angeles, California, to New York 
City, a distance of about 3,000 miles, and if on taking off 
in Los Angeles you develop hiccups, you hie in Los Angeles 
and cup in New York City. You know it is possible because of the 
time difference to take a flight from Tokyo, Japan, Sunday 
morning and arrive in Seattle, Washington, on the preceeding 
Saturday night, and when your friends meet you at the airport 
and ask when you left Tokyo you will have to say, *1 left 
tomorrow.* This is what our airplanes have done. Through 
our spaceships we have literally carved the highways through 
the stratosphere. Through our submarines we have penetrated 
oceanic depths. All of this is a dazzling picture of America’s 
scientific and technological progress. But when we look through 
the other side, something basic is missing, and it comes to our 
subject for the evening. 

"Through our scientific and technologic genius we've 
made of this world and of our nation a neighborhood. Through 
our ethical commitment we have failed to make of it a brother¬ 
hood, so we find ourselves suffering from a kind of poverty 
of the spirit which stands in glaring contrast to our scientific 
and technological abundance. A we learn to fly the air like 
birds, we learn to swim the seas like fish. Yet we haven't 
learned the simple art of walking the earth as brothers and 
sisters. This is a great tragedy and a great challenge 
of ours but let me assure you that if we don't learn to live 
together in this nation as brothers, we are all going to 
perish together as fools. 

"Now there are three things that we must deal with 
if we are going to transform this neighborhood into a brother¬ 
hood. We got to grapple more creatively and more affirmatively 
and forthrightfully with the evil of racism, the evil of poverty, 
and the evil of war. These are the three things, these triple 
evils, that I want to talk with you about because I believe 
that they are your concerns and they must be a part of the 
concern of all men of good will in our nation. Let us begin 
with the evil of racism. 
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"Let me say to you at the beginning that racial 
injustice is still the black man’s burden and the white 
man’s shame. Let us not fool ourselves. It is still with 
us in a big way. Certainly we have made strides, we've made 
progress here and there but it must not cause us to become 
complacent and apathetic, fail to see the larger profit. 

The problem is that the plant of freedom has grown only 
a bud and not yet a flower. The roots cf racism are very 
deep in our country. We hear a lot of talk today about the 
so-called white backlash. Let me talk honestly about the 
white backlash. The only thing or the only way to talk 
honestly about the white backlash is to say to you that the 
white backlash is nothing new. It is merely a new name for an old 
phenomenon. There has never been a single edlid determined 
commitment on the part of the vast majority of white Americans 
on the whole question of genuine equality for the black man. 

"On the statue of Liberty we read that America 
is the mother of exile. It doesn’t take us long to realize 
that America has been the mother of its white exiles from 
Europe. It has never evinced the same maternal concern it 
can for its black exiles who were brought to this country 
in chains from Africa. This is why our forebearers in one 
song can sing, 'Sometimes I feel like a motherless child,' 
a great sense of estrangement and rejection that can cause 
the Negro to use such a metaphor. You see the problem is 
my friends that our country has constancy made a positive step 
forward on the question of civil rights, but at the same 
time it has generally made a backward step. In 1863 the Negro 
was granted freedom from chattel slavery through the 
Emancipation Proclamation. He wasn't given any land to make 
that freedom raeardngful. You know that was almost like having 
a man in jail for 30 or 40 years and pretty soon you discover 
that he has been falsely charged. He is innocent of the 
charge he was convicted of. Then coming up to him saying one 
day, 'We see that you are not guilty,’ and so you are now free; 
at the sane time you refuse to give him any bus fare to get to 
town. You refuse to give him any money to buy any clothes or 
any money to get on his feet again. Every system of juris 
prudence would rise up against this. This is exactly what 
happened to the black man. He was told he was free but he 
was penniless. He was illiterate, standing around not 
knowing where to go and what to do. We must never forget 
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that at that same moment America was giving millions of 
acres of land away in the West and in the Mid-West which 
tells us that America was willing to undergird its white 
peasants from Europe with an economic floor. It refused 
to undergird black peasants from Africa with an economic 
floor. So freedom for the Negro was freedom to (unintelligible) 
freedom to the winds and rains of heaven. It was freedom 
without bread to eat and without land to cultivate. It was 
freedom and famine at the same time and it was a miracle that 
the Negro has survived. We don*t have to stop at 1875; the nation 
passed the Civil Rights Bill. It refused to enforce it. In 
1964 the nation passed an even weaker Civil Rights Bill. 

Even to this day it has refused to enforce it in all of 

its demensions. In 1954 the Supreme Court declared segregation 

unconstitutional in the public schools, and here we are 12 

years from that decision or 13 years and only about 10% of 

the students of the South are attending integrated schools, 

which means that we haven't ev^n made 1% progress a year and 

if it continues at this pace it'll take another 94 years to 

integrate the schools of our nation. We don't even have to stop 

there. Suburban politicians talk eloquently against open housing 

and in the same breath contend that they are not racists. All 

of this tells us that the white backlash is nothing new. The 

fact is that America has been backlashing on the question of genuine 

equality for the black man for more than 300 years. So our 

struggle is difficult and there must be great soul searching. 

It means that the Negro and those committed whites must join 
together a massive attack on racial injustice in our country. 

There is no way to do it without determined firm pressure. 

It cannot be done through pressureless persuasion. In the 
not-too-distant yesterday a great leader felt that it could 
be done this way and I do not come here tonight to engage 
in negative criticism toward this great leader because 
I think he was very sincere in what he was saying. 

"His name was Booker T. Washington. He felt that 
the job could be done through pressureless persuasion. 

He told Negroes to let down their buckets where they were and 
he soon realized that there wasn't much water in that well. 

Booker T. Washington misread history, following that, he felt 
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that if you would leave the south alone those ultimately 
would come around and so he decided to follow this path. 

So he said just what the whites wanted to hear. He didn't 
feel that pressure was necessary. He was honored and heralded 
everywhere as a responsible leader. I always get a 
little disturbed when I'm referred to as a responsible leader 
because I have come to see that all too often that means 
that you are not a leader who is willing to tell the truth 
about the situation, (applause) It may mean that you are 
either more concerned with saying what the white power 
structure wants to hear, what the white power structure 
needs to hear. Booker Washington went on only to discover 
that this kind of pressureless persuasion causes the 
forces of reaction to dive deeper into bonds of oppression 
and injustice and I have all of this to say; there is no way to 
solve this problem but through determined powerful non-violent 
pressure action program. This is the only way that we will 
get rid of racial injustice in our country. 

"There is that other evil that I would like to refer 
to that must be removed if we are to transform a neighborhood 
into a brotherhood. That is the evil of poverty. Like a 
monstrous octapus, it spreads its nagging prehensile tenticles 
to hamlets and villages all over the world and all over our 
nation. For as I stand before you tonight I am reminded of 
the fact that 2/3 of the peoples of the world go to bed hungry 
at night. I've seen the pains; I've seen them in Africa, I've 
seen them in South America, and I remember when I was in India 
it was a joyous beautiful experience to meet the great leaders 
of India and talk with them. These are experiences that I 
will remember as long as the cords of memory shall linger,^ 

There vc’e those depressing moments and I often want to avoid 
being depressed when he sees with his own eyes evidences of 
millions of people going to bed hungry at night; often want to 
avoid being depressed when he sees with his own eyes millions 
of people sleeping on the sidewalks at night, they have 
no beds to sleep in, they have no houses to go in and how can 
one avoid being depressed when he discovers that out of India's 
population of more than 400 million people some 380 million make 
an annual income of less than $90 a year. Host of these 
people have never seen a doctor or dentist. 

"These things concern me; they are of concern to all 
men of good will. But poverty does not only exist in distant 
lands. It exists right here in our own midst. The Negro happens 
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to be the poorest of the poor. We find ourselves in a 
culture of poverty. We find ourselves in a situation masses 
of Negroes are confronted with—a major depression. Wor^ 
than the depression of the 30*s. Look around our cities; 
they talk about the unemployment rate. Now when you look at the 
white unemployment rate it is often relatively low. In my 
own city of Atlanta we have about the lowest unemployment 
rate of any city in this country; about 2.4%. But when you 
turn to the Negro community it's apalling. More than 14% 

Negroes of Atlanta are unemployed. I've been working in 
Cleveland this summer, and I think about the fact that it is 
the highest unemployment rate we've found anywhere in this couxtry. 
This is where black people live; about 15.8%, 58% young 
Negro men of Cleveland are either unemployed or making wages 
lower than the poverty scale. These are facts all over 
America the Negro is in a depression. It's not only un¬ 
employment, the other problem is underemployment. You know 
most of the poor people in our country are working everyday 
making wages so low they cannot begin to function in the 
mainstream of the economic life of our nation. So the 
economic problem stands there in glaring dimensions. Tien 
there is the housing problem which is your basic concern. 50% 
cf the Negro families of our country live in sub-standard 
housing conditions. We live in slums and we are hemmed into 
ghettos and in that ghetto we pay more for less. It’s the 
domestic colony that is constantly drained without being 
replenished. Schools are segregated, overcrowded , in¬ 
adequate, devoid of quality. So often our sons and 
daughters by the thousands graduate from high school every 
year reading at a 6th and 8th grade level, not because they 
are dumb not because they don't have native intelligence, 
because the schools are so inadequate, so devoid of quality, 
so segregated if you will; the best in these minds can never 
come out. So we find this culture of poverty, a great challenge 
today is to be concerned about this because the problem is 
so often we don't see the poor. VJe rely on the poor to become 
invisible in our midst. 

^ "Our nation is so rich, so affluent, wa_£aiJ— t o - 

see th§ 4 >oor. So ma ny white peop le don't see the poor because 
they"~are busy getting' to the'subu?B^~f6~thli”T'i c e'5'h™'Sit !, '‘of the 
suburbs. They go into the city and work and then they 

get on that expressway and go on back home. They never see that 
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poor Negro who is struggling, devoid of hope. There are 
some Negroes who don't see the poor. There are some Negro 
members of the jniddle class who somehow sail the flotam out of 
the muddy waters and move into the fresh flowing waters of 
the mainstream. They've forgotten the stench of the back¬ 
waters and the ghettos of our nation. Often our black brothers 
and sisters are bitter, estranged from the Negro middle 
class. They, like the white society, have nothing to do but 
for the Negro naves to join hands witn the Negro have-nots 
and armed with compassionate travelers cheques journey into 
that other country of their brothers hurt their denial and 
their neglect. We must all be concerned about the least of 
these. 


"Who are the least of these? They are the thousands 
and millions of people living on the outskirts of hope. Who 
are the least of these? They are those persons who come to 
feel that life is a long and desolate corridor with no exit 
sign. Who are the least of these? They are brothers and siaers 
who do not have wall-to-wall carpet but who roust live with 
wall-to-wall rats and roaches. Who are the least of these? 

They are those who have given up because so many doors have 
been shut in their faces. They are those men who walk the 
streets in search for jobs that do not exist. Who are the 
least of these? They are those men who soon become embarrassed 
and humiliated because they can't support their families, 
because they can't feed their children and educate them. 

Out of humiliation they often desert their families and 
the long night of illegitimacy comes into being. Who are the 
least of these? They are brothers and sisters who out of 
agony, pain, and the harshness of their everyday life tries 
to escape through dope, and alcoholism, and through prostitution. 
As I walk through the ghettos and look at my brothers who 
may be dope addicts and who may be alcoholics because of this 
system, I stand there, not in arrogance before them, but I 
look at them and say, but for the grace of God, there go I. 
(applause) Ultimately, a great nation is a compassionate 
nation; ultimately a great person is a compassionate person. 

So this dispair in our society has caused people to be bitter, 
has caused them to engage in misguided action, has caused them 
to riot in many instances. Mow you know my view about riots. 

I think they are socially destructive, self-defeating. I 
will continue to raise my voice against riots, because I think 
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they do more harm to the Negro himself than anything or 
anybody else. Therefore, my motto cannot be 'burn baby 
burn;' my motto must be, 'build baby build,' 'organize 
baby organize.' (applause) It isn't enough to condemn those 
persons who are out there rioting, they are rioting because they 
lost hope, they are rioting because of certain intolerable 
conditions in our society. It is time for us now to tell 
America the cause of the riots. It's time for us to talk about 
the ultimate root cause of the riots in our cities. People 
are left without attention. Like a little child devoid of 
attention, they will have temper tantrums. I was in Watts 
right after the riots, and I talked with a number of people, 
and one day I was talking with a group, and a fellow 
said to me, 'we won.' I said, 'what you mean we won. Negroes 

burned down their own places, Negroes were standing in line 
trying to get something to eat, what do you mean you won?* He 
said, 'yes, we won.' I said I still could not understand. 

He responded by saying, 'we made them pay attention to us.' 

The problem is that America hasn’t paid attention to the black 
people of this country, and it's high time now that America 
pays attention. 

"The other thing is, when we merely condemn riots, 
not conditions, we give the impression that the chief culprit 
is that person who may be rioting. I think now it is time 
to tell the nation who the chief culprit is, who is really 
guilty, who is really causing the riots. I say to you tonight 
that riots are caused by nice gentle, timid white moderates 
who are more concerned about order than justice, who can always 
say to the Negro, 'you are pushing things too fast, wait 
for a more convenient season,* and who has a kind of paternalistic 
notion that he can set the timetable for the Negroes. Riots 
are caused by a National administration, more concerned about 
winning the war in Vietnam than the war against poverty 
right here at home, (applause) Riots are caused by Federal 
Government, who spends approximately $500,000,00 to kill 
every enemy soldier in Vietnam, and only $53.00 a year for 
every person who is characterized as poverty stricken. 

"Riots are caused by a Congress that is hypocritical, 
that is insensitive, a Congress that voted down the rent supjienent 
program, a Congress that drastically cut back the model 
cities program, a Congress that has proved to be more anti-Negro 
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than anti-rats. This is what causes the riots, (applause) 
Riots are caused by every state legislature, California not 
withstanding, that refuses to pass a fair housing bill, and 
California is a greater culprit because it passed one, and 
was sick enough to nullify it. (applause) Riots are 
caused by every labor union that will keep the Negro locked 
out of the building trades. Riots are caused by many white 
clergymen, who in the midst of social injustice prefer to 
remain silent behind the safe security of stained glass 
windows. 


"America must hear this; I must tell the truth. It's 
high time now that we come to see that responsibility is broad 
and the guilt is wide. There must be repentence in America 
because God’s judgment is upon us now. These problems that I'm 
talking about must be solved. There is nothing more dangerous 
than to build a society, with a large segment of people in that 
society who feel that they have no stake in it. A destructive 
minority can poison the well springs from which the majority 
must drink. It is time for everybody to see this. Now 
America can solve this problem, it isrft a difficult problem 
to solve. Vie have the money. The national gross product 
this year is 780 billion dollars. We're the richest nation 
in the world. The question isn't whether we have the resources. 
The question is whether we have the will. It's tire for massive 
programs. We've done it on other things. We take young men 
away from their homes, away from school, and away from their 
jobs and put them in the Army. We deprive them of something 
so the Federal Government came to see the necessity of passing 

the GI Bill of Rights, so when a veteran comes home he is 

compensated in a way that others are not compensated. If he 

wants to buy a house, he can get low interest rates. If he 

wants to go to college, he can go with subsidies from the 
Federal Government. If he wants to start a business, he can 
start that business with the kind of help from the Federal 
Government that others cannot receive. Now what is needed 
today is a massive bill of rights for the disadvantaged, the 
long veterans of the long siege of denial. If this isn't 
done, we're going to run into more problems. I say to you that 
if our nation can spend 35 billicn dollars a year to fight 
a war in Vietnam and 20 billion dollars to put a man on 
the moon, it can spend billions of dollars to put God's 
children on their own two feet right here on earth, (applause) 
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’’The final problem I want to deal with if we’re 
going to make this world a neighborhood, is the problem of 
war. President Kennedy said on one occasion, 'mankind 
must put an end to war, or war will put an end to 
mankind.' Those words are more true than ever before. 

War is one of the great evils of history. Today our nation 
is engaged in one of those wars, but it's more serious 
than anything taking place in the world today, we’ve seen the 
nightmareous physical casualties cf that war, we've seen 
the rice fields of a little Asian country being trampled at 
will, and burned at whim, we've seen mothers with little 
babies tightly clutched in their arms, as they stood watching 
their little huts burst forth into flame. We've seen Vietnamese 
men and women, boys and girls dying by the thousands. We've 
seen fine young men of our nation dying and being wounded every 
day. We've seen even little children being burned with napalm. 


"This isn't the only thing tragic about that war. 

War in Vietnam (unintelligible) morally and politically. 

There isn't a major al)y of the United States in the world 
today that would tfere to send a troop to Vietnam. We are 
left without any friends in this war, except for the little 
few puppet nations like Taiwan, Thailand, South Korea, and 
that's about it. We've left our nation with its innards 
scarred. This war has strengthened the forces of reaction 
in our country, strengthened the military-industrial complex, 
has diverted attention from civil rights. Think of all the 
energies and resources, the time that must be spent to 
keep this war going. Energies and resources that could be 
used in the struggle to make justice a reality right here. 

I can not help but feel that the riots taking place in our 
cities are related to what's happening in Vietnam, for when 
you build a climate of violence in the world, it has a way of 
being contagious. Also, that violent campaign is taking 
resources from the ghettos and communities that could be built 
anew. It intensifies frustrations. We are fighting two wars 
today, one in Vietnam and one in this country to get rid 
of poverty, and we are losing both of them. We are losing 
them morally and politically. Not only that, this war in 
Vietnam places us against the self-determination of a people. 
We just have to look at the history of it and we will 6ee 
this. 
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"In 1945, the Republic of Vietnam Geclared itself 
independent after the joint occupation of the French and 
Japanese. The interesting thing is that they quoted our own 
Declaration of Independence in their document of freedom, and 
applied for membership in the French Commonwealth. When 
they declared themselves independent, we refused to recognize. 
When we did that, we refused to recognize an indigenous govern¬ 
ment led by indigenous people who were concerned with basic 
problems, some of whom were communists, but most of them were 
not. For eight years France engaged in a war to recapture 
the former colony. The thing that we must remember, that is 
that the United States of America financed so much of that 
war to the tune of more than 3 billion dollars and toward the 
end of that war we were financing more than eighty percent 
of the war cost. And France started tiring of her reckless 
action in Vietnam even before she was defeated at Dien Bien 
Phu in 1954. We did not. In 1954 an accord was reached, 
the Geneva Accord. Me did everything we could to sabotage 
it. Pretty soon after that we ended up supporting a man 
by the name of Diem who turned out to be, we helped him 
start, one of the most ruthless dictators of the modern 
world. The Viet Cong came in to being, not as a movement in 
the North, it came into being as a movement in the South, 
a resistance movement to the oppressive methods of Diem. 

"Doctor Bernard Paul (phonetic), the great authority 
on Vietnam, revealed that less than 25 percent of the members 
of the Viet Cong were communist. Yet this was the thing that 
so many failed to see. The American public was brainwashed into 
believing that this was communist invasion, that this was 
communist aggression, never stopping to realize that North 
Vietnam has no great love for China. The struggle in 
Vietnam today is generated by nationalism, the desire 
for self-determination, not communism. If it were a case 
of communist aggression and a communist take-over, China 
would have troops in Vietnam. We must never forget that 
China doesn't have a single troop in a fighting sense in 
Vietnam. Neither does Russia. No longer must this myth 
persist. Not only did we go along and support Diem, but 
we supported 12 other military dictatorships, and the man 
that we are supporting now is a man by the name of Mr. Ky. 

"In America in the civil rights movement we would 
call him 'Uncle Tom.' Do you know why? Because Mr. Ky 


12 


( 


) 


( 

V 

DK. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


fought against his own people as a mercenary with the 
French. Then he said that Hitler was his supreme hero 
in history, and he has never taken it back. Thee* are 
the facts, and no matter how hard they are, America must 
hear these facts. It is time now for the administration 
of our country to rise up and say, 'we made a mistake.' Mr. 
Kennedy was honest, and that is why I'm so sorry he is not 
with us today. He was honest enough to say, in the Bay 
of Pigs invasion in Cuba, 'I made a mistake, I never should 
have listened to the experts.' And I call on President 
Johnson tonight to say to this nation and to the world that 
we’ve made a mistake in Viernam. (applause) This war has 
hurt the humility of our nation, and has inflicted us with 
an arrogance of power. We need to get our own house in 
order. We find ourselves living in a situation where Congress 
will vote joyously to send billions of dollars to Vietnam 
and then will stand up and vote against a fair housing bill 
which will make it possible for a veteran to live anywhere 
that he wants to live when he comes home from Vietnam. 

(applause). 

"Black boys and white boys struggle and suffer, 
often wounded in brutal solidarity on the battle field of 
Vietnam, but when they come back home, it's doubtful that 
their children will be able to sit together in tne same 
classroom. It's time for us to put our own house in order. 

Negro soldiers can die on the battle fields of Vietnam, and 
occasionally they come back home and can't even be buried 
in the cemetery of Tuscumbia?, Alabama. It's time to put 
our own house in order, (applause) 

"We've increased the possibilities of the third 
world war. We've increased the possibilities of the annihilation 
of the whole human race. These are the things that we must 
admit. If we continue to flirt unhesitatingly with war, our 
earthly habitat will be transformed into an inferno that 
even the mind of Dante could not imagine. Sc I must continue 
to speak against the war in Vietnam. There are those who have 
said to me, 'Why are you taking a stand against the war? 

You're a civil rights leader. You shouldn't be on this. You're 
out of your field.' Long before I was a civil rights speaker 
I was a preacher of the gospel. When I was ordained to the 
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Christian ministry, just as I took a commission to bring 
the insights of our Christian heritage to bear on the evils 
of our day. 

"The other thing ny friends is the fact that 
I've worked so-hard now against segregation in public 
accommodations to end up at this point segregating my moral 
concern, (applause) For I know that justice is indivisible, 
that there are some civil rights leaders who are afraid, 
or refuse to take a stand, that's their business. I know 
that justice is indivisible. Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere. 

"The other thing I know, it would be rather absurd 
for me to work passionately and unrelentingly for integrated 
schools and not be concerned about the survival of the world 
in which to integrate. There are those who go on to say 
beyond that, 'Aren't you going to hurt your leadership?' 
Somebody said to me not long ago, 'People have respected 
you, and don’t you feel you're going to lose that and in 
order to maintain that respect don't you think you'll have to 
start talking more in terms with the policy of our nation 
in Vietnam?' I looked into his eyes, and said, 'Sir, I'm 
sorry you don't know me.' I'm not a consensus leader. I 
don't determine what is right and wrong by looking at the 
budget of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Sure my stand has hurt the budget of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. I don't determine what is wrong by 
roaming around taking a Gallup poll of the majority opinion. 
Ultimately a genuine leader is not a subject for consensus, 
but he is a molder of consensus. (applause) On some 
positions, cowardice asks the question, 'Is it safe?' 
Expediency asks the question, 'Is it politic?’ And then 
vanity comes along and asked the question, 'Is it popular?' 

But conscience asks the question, 'Is it right?’ There comes 
a time when one must take a stand that is neither expedient, 
that's neither safe, that's neither politic, or that's 
neither popular, but he must take that stand because it is 
right, and that is where I find myself today. (applause) 

"I take the stand because I love America, I'm not 
engaged in a hate America campaign. I love this great nation. 
I see its marvelous possibilities for the whole world. I'm 
disappointed with America, but remember there can be no great 
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disappointment wha^e there is not great love. Disappointed 
with the continued existence of racism, the continued existence 
of poverty, the continued existence of war. But I’m not 
going to dispair. I'm going on with the faith that we 
can transform dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows. I’m 
not going to dispair even on the race question. Our goal is 
freedom. Somehow I still believe that we’re going to get 
there, because no matter how much she strays away from it, the 
goal of America is freedom. Confused and scorned though 
we may be, our destiny is tied up with the destiny of America. 
Before the pilgrim fathers landed at Plymouth, we were 
here. Before Jefferson etched across the pages of history 
the majestic words of the Declaration of Independence, we 
were here. Before the beautiful words of the Star Spangled 
Banner were written, we were here. For more than two 
centuries our forebearers labored here without wages. They made 
cotton king, and they built the homes of their masters in the 
midst of the most oppressive and most humiliating conditions, 
and yet out of bottomless vitality they continued to grow 
and develop. 

"I say to you tonight that if the inexpressable 
cruelities of slavery couldn't stop us, the oppression that 
we now face including the so-called white backlash, will 
surely fail. We're going to win our freedom. (applause) 

"So I can still sing, 'We Shall Overcome.’ We shall 
overcome because William Cullen Bryant is right. 'The truth 
crushed to earth will rise again.’ We shall overcome because 
James Russell Lowell is right. 'Truth forever on the scaffold, 
wrong forever on the throne.' Yet that scaffold sways the future 
behind the dim unknown stands a God within the shadows, keeping 
watch above his own. So let us keep going, keep moving, 
however difficult it is. The late Black Bard, who achieved 
so much greatness with his eloquent pen, wrote some words 
about a mother speaking to her son. Her grammar wasn't 
quite right but she uttered words of great symbolic profundity. 
'Well son. I’ll tell you. Life for me ain't been no crystal 
stairs, it’s had tacks in it. Boards tore out, places with 
no carpet on the floor, bare. But all the time I been a 
climbing on and reaching landings, and turning corners, and 
sometimes going in the dark where there ain't been no light. 

So boy, don't you stop now. Don't you sit down on the steps 
'cause you find it's kind of hard now, for I'm still going 
boy. I'm still climbing.' Life for me ain't been no crystal 
stair, life for none of us has been a crystal stair, but we must 
keep moving. If you can't fly, run. If you can't run, walk. 
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If you can't walk, crawl; but by all means, keep moving, 
(applause)." 
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committed SCLC to a program of massive civil disobedience. Has 
publicly denounced U.S. participation in war in Vietnam. 
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INFORMATION RECEIVED INDICATING KING AND DICK GREGORY* 

NEGRO COMEDIAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST* POSSIBLY TO APPEAR 
MILWAUKEE* WISCONSIN EVENING INSTANT DATE. 

MILWAUKEE CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING RACIAL TENSION AS RESULT 
OF NAACP YOUTH COUNCIL* OPEN HOUSING MARCHES WHICH HAVE RESULTED 


IN VIOLENCE. 


ADVISED INSTANT KING APPEARED BEFORE 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR NEW POLITICS CONVENTION BEING HELD CHICAGO 
AUGUST THIRTY ONE LAST. 

INSTANT ISSUE "CHICAGO TRIBUNE" REPORTS KING SPOKE BEFORE 
AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION* WASHINGTON* D.C. SEPTEMBER 
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CONVENTION SCHEDULED TO RECONVENE INSTANT DATE. 

mmP^HAVE NO INFORMATION THIS TIME GREGORY 
MILWAUKEE INSTANT. ASSIGNED AND ANY 

PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED WILL BE FURNISHED MILWAUKEE. 

WASHINGTON FIELD AND ATLANTA CONTACT APPROPRIATE 
SOURCES AND SUTEL MILWAUKEE AND CHICAGO ANY INFORMATION RE KING’S 
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